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Message from the Editor:-cChristmas season and here we go
again, with all the rushing around getting presents and all the things that
go with it. We went to my Aunt and Uncles’” 70th wedding anniversary
in October and there were about 100 of the family there, | saw cousins |
had not met for 30 years or, in some cases, even more years, and yet we
recognised each other. But there were so many faces of relatives | have
never met in the younger generation. It made me think of all those families
that will be apart or who haven’t seen each other for years. How times
change, no longer near each other and now we live all over, in different
parts of this country and in different parts of the world. So give all your
family and distant friends a thought this year. Send a card or even write a letter!
The weather experts are warning already of another harsh winter so I will make sure | have all
the emergency items ready, we all need to keep safe and warm. My thoughts will go out to the
unfortunate who won’t have the comforts of a warm home and friends and family.
Christmas is also a time for reflection on the past year so | will take the opportunity to say a
big thank you to the volunteers that deliver Popley Matters, with a special thank you to George
Cousins who has delivered to three roads in Popley Poets for many, many years but now is unable
to carry on, Thank you to Lorraine who proof copies for us and picks up my awful spelling and
grammar. Thank you to Iris who was the distribution Manager since the first issue who now,
through failing health, has reluctantly had to give up. My thanks to Richard and Jeremy who are
Distribution Managers in Popley Islands and Marnel and Merton areas. Thank you Codge, Ellie,
Arthur, lan and our regular writers and thanks to our advertisers without
whom we could not afford to produce your community magazine. A big
thank you to Paul who spends hours laying out the magazine and designing
many of the ads. All are voluntary and without them and our delivery team,
Popley Matters would not happen every month. Thank you to; last but not
least, the kind readers who let us know that all the effort and time are not
wasted and that you enjoy reading Popley Matters.
You can email me at editor@popleymatters.org.uk call me on 01256 Sub Editor
819924 or write to me at 405 Abbey Road, RG24 9EL. Paul Frankum
The views in this publication are not necessarily the views of the Editorial Team,

the members of the committee, or Popley Matters.

Editorial Team:— Editor Jane Frankum; Sub—Editor Paul Frankum; Chair Terry Jones; Area Distribution Manager Jeremy Jackman
and Richard Haver; Treasurer Rhiannon Leaver; Proof Reader Lorraine Beaney

Distribution Team:- Jenny Bailey; Amanda Bellamy; Sheila Brandes; Debbie Chalker; George Cousins; Jo Dawber; Elaine Dennis; Tony
Frankum; Stacey Hart; Michael Hatter; Kyle and Stuart Humphries; Peter Johnson; Terry Jones; Colin Karslake; Walter and Sue Kerr; Iris
King; Simon Leadbetter; Cathy Li; Nick Lloyd; Ann Marke; Chris Martin; Clare Martin; Jennifer Martin; Jo Micallef; Vera Mitchell; Janet
Payne; Michael Portlock; Kenneth Rennie; Kath Smith; Christine Taylor; Keith Theobald; Janet Ward; Carole Whetton; and Dean Wilson.

Advertising Index

Jane Frankum

Jonathan Williams Independent Domestic Oven Cleaning Page 8 1st Response Page 21
Funeral Directors Page 2 JBDrive Page 10  Piccolo Pre-School Nursery Page 21
Horizon Aerials and Satellites Page 2 EZ Ironing and Home Cleaning Service Page 10 Young's Chinese Food Page 24
NCA Services Page 2 Merton Poppits Playgroup Page 10  Steve Rayner Accountancy Page 24
PC Martin Page 2 Phil Della-Savina Carpets Page 13 Sue’s Driving School Page 24
Boatman Cleaning Services Page 5 IPS Hair Page 13 Barchester Marnel Lodge Inside B/P
Your Country Florist Page 5 M H Autos Page 13 Fastfare Store Back Page
Unique Block Paving Page 5 Hydrologic Plumbing Page 13 Fastfare Pharmacy Back Page
Angela M Babess Page 5 Sentinel Housing Association Page 16

Spencer & Peyton Ltd Page 8 Unified Forms Page 19 Thank you for your support

Happy Tails Grooming Page 8 Certax Page 19

PKG Plumbing & Tiling Page 8 Slimming World Popley Page 19



c,m’istmas Extp avagan 43

On Monday 16 December 2013
From 6pm to 9pm

2. kR

Gpm candlelit proce

the Basing Woo
Marnel Park. Please
parents Of guardians.

gsions to
Processions beginning from Dryden Close and
ility of their

note that children are the responsib

gr?crjn ©s, Chris
a mega raffle,

For more information please call 01256 41 4494

his event is brough
rought t
ght to you by your local community TR

planning grou i
g groups, community associations and churches

Page 1



JONATHAN
WILLIAMS

Independent Funeral Directors

* Family run Funeral Directors with
traditional high standards

* Providing a caring dedicated and
professional service 24 hours a day,
365 days year

* Private and peaceful Chapel of Rest

* Our Family caring *

for your family
SAIF ’

35-41 Essex Road
Basingstoke RG21 7TB

01256 817603

(24hrs)

A Family Run Business Proudly Serving
the local Community For Over 24 Years

HORIZ2N

AERIALS & SATELLITES

¢ Digital TV Aerial Installation

¢ Meridian Local News Available
¢ Tuning, Alignment & Setup

o SENIOR CITIZENS DISCOUNT
¢ Extra TV, Radio, Sky Points

e FREESAT HD e European TV

¢ Plasma & LCD Wall Installatlon

o sky sky+ sky+ HD

sky s, m

PLEASE CALL FOR HELPFUL ADVICE

012561841'860)

Essex Road Business Centre, Basingstoke
www.horizonsatellites.co.uk

NCA SERVICES

For All Your Property Needs!

= 550253

ncahandyman@gmail.com

Free No Obligation Quotes & Advice
No job too small!

All General Household Repairs Undertaken
Intergas TM Approved Installer
(5 yrs Warranty on all Intergas Boilers Installed)
Boiler and Central Heating Installations and
Servicing
Electrical Installations, Inspections and Fault Finding
Property Maintenance & DIY Rescue
Plumbing and Home improvement
30 Years Experience
Fully Insured and
Registered

AN, 01256 533140
07826375515

Fl

MARK

Regalered fwmmgh

[ 4
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ITConsul
PC Martin Computer Services
We offer the following services for
our home user and small business

customers

¢ IT Consultancy

e Computer and laptop repair

e Hardware and software repair

o T equipment & Supplies with

free local delivery.
You can be assured of high quality yet low
cost services with a fixed hourly rate of
only £25.00 per hour and no call out fee

Tel: 01256 322590
Mobile: 07903 645 674
services@fixyourcomp.co.uk
www.fixyourcomp.co.uk

s
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?@ Melrose Hall Christmas Dinner
10 December 2013
11.40am - 2pm (doors open 11.30)

-

oéoééioéoé

Come along to the 3rd Annual Melrose
Community Christmas dinner. All
welcome including children and babies.

@ Raffle @

2 course dinner and refreshments (served at
12pm)
Carols sung by
Merton Junior School Choir (11.40am)
Adults £2 (includes 1 child)

Additional children £1
Under 1s Free

ALL ARE WELCOME

PLEASE BOOK YOUR PLACE WITH VICKI IN THE OFFICE (01256 420676) OR
E-MAIL: MELROSEHALL@BTCONNECT.COM
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Councillors Page: we are waiting for the revised plans for the
Merton Schools expansion. The Basingstoke and Deane planning and transport
officers went over the report produced by the contractor for the county and
pointed out a whole host of comments, and some inaccuracies. The County are
now going through this and are at last all working together to come back with
the best plan they can achieve. | would like to thank the residents that came or
sent in their comments, because together we have achieved a great deal and
though not perfect, it is about as good as we could get.

The building on Merton Rise is certainly progressing fast with only one hiccup
reported so far and that was put right immediately. It is a pleasure when you get
so much cooperation from at least one of the developers.

| have asked for more grit bins, but unfortunately Marnel Park is not fully adopted
yet and we are still waiting for David Wilson Homes to make good the issues,
especially on the roadway. ClIr Jane Frankum 819924 jane.frankum@hants.gov.uk

Popley West: We had another chance
with the residents to see the proposals for
the expansion of Merton Infant and Junior
Schools. Around 50 more people came and
spoke to the school Heads and planning
officers. This followed the meeting last
month with Basingstoke and Deane
planning officers, County officers the school
Chairs of Governors, The architect and ClIr
Paul Frankum and myself where we frankly
talked about the concerns of the residents.
After both these meetings some fresh ideas
were put and will be incorporated in the
final designs. It has taken many meetings
and leaflets and mentions in Popley Matters
but at least the residents and schools have
had time to put their ideas and concerns in.
We have asked for some more grit bins but
would like to remind the few people that
use it for their own paths and driveways
that it is for public areas and is paid for in
our Council Tax. The use of cat litter to clear
snow is dangerous as it absorbs the liquid
and when it defrosts can cause sheets of
slippery ice. also the residue can stain and
rot your carpets.

ClIr Paul Frankum 01256 819924

CllIr Jane Frankum 01256 819924
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Popley East: we have just had
the results in for the quote vote for the
stone feature in The Dell. The most
popular quotation (as supplied by
pupils of Marnel School) was “Love
all, trust a few, do wrong to none’ -
William Shakespeare. The second
most popular was ‘Youth comes but
once in a lifetime’ Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow. It is hoped that both will be
engraved into the stone sculptures with
work starting by the end of November.
Footpaths are being upgraded
in Browning Close, as part of a
programme of works being undertaken
in Popley East by Operation Resilience.
The work is due to start on Monday 25
November 2013 and is expected to
last for 4 weeks.

We would both like to wish all the
residents in Popley East a very happy
Christmas and New Year.

Cllr David Potter tel. 07941507801

Cllr Viv Washbourne tel. 07900890088



CLEANING

BOATMAN ==-:c==

OFFICES- HOUSES - HARDFLOOR CARE
OVENS - CARPETS & UPHOLSTERY

“Here to Serve. Fere to (Ylean
01256 470326 07880 762257

¢ Oven Cleaning

« Carpets & Upholstery

* End of Tenancy

» Regular Domestic Cleans
» Regular Office Cleans

Popley based and fully Insured for
your peace of mind

www.boatmancleaning.co.uk

Email: liz@boatmancleaning.co.uk
Checkatrade.com

Wihirie FpATIOn Ml

UNIQUE BLOCK PAVING

Derek Hooley (NVO Qualified,

Driveways — Patios - Walls
Fencing - Cleaning of existing
drives and patios.

No job too small.
Daily rates for labour only or
supply and fit.

Fully insured local tradesman.
Call for a free, no obligation
quote on
01256 474912

Or
07973 865359

Your nearest florist 1s

Your Country Florist

Award Winning Florist
Traditional and contemporary
flowers for every 1
occasion. e 6
\isit our website -
for inspiration!

Helen Cooper — Senior Florist and Shop
Manager
Luan Squire — Senior Florist and Corporate
Billing
1 Reading Road, Chineham,
Basingstoke RG24 8LN
Tel/Fax: 01256 840222
Ample car parking
Visit our website
www.yourcountryflorist.co.uk
Angela M Rabess
SAC Digp FHPT, SAC Dip FHPP, MRFHP
Registered Foot Health Practitioner
Corns, calluses, toe nail cutting,

athlete’s foot, fungal nail and
verruca treatments
For more details

irﬂ
J please call:

07939-211003

All in the comfort of
your own home.
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‘We Wish you a Merry Tiff-mas’

Relate North and East Hampshire & Border’s guide to avoiding

arguments this Christmas

Relate NEHAB is warning that the Christmas period can become fraught with arguments. Alongside

buying presents and baking mince pies, the charity is calling on everyone to put relationship maintenance on their
‘to do list’ this festive season.

Relate counsellor Judy said: “We all want to have a happy, relaxing Christmas with our families, but in

reality it can be a stressful time. Lots of couples and families experience some of their biggest bust-ups over
Christmas because there’s a lot of pressure on everyone. Common causes of arguments range from money
issues over buying presents, to deciding where to spend Christmas and who’s cooking the dinner.”

Research by Relate found that over a third of parents argue at least once a week, with money being the

biggest cause of rows. “And we know that the extra pressures of Christmas can be the final straw for couples
and families on the brink,” adds Judy.
Here are Relate NEHAB's tips for keeping the peace this Christmas:

Plan ahead. Christmas can be stressful so avoid arguments by planning ahead. Getting some of the
jobs done ahead of time means everyone will be less stressed, and planning the festivities as a family is
likely to make sure everyone feels like their hopes and expectations are being listened to. In particular,
talk to your partner in advance about where you plan to spend Christmas so it's not a shock to anyone
come Christmas Eve.

Don’t overspend. For a lot of people this Christmas money will be tight, so try not to succumb to the
pressure and spend more than you can afford. Splashing the credit card on presents might be fun but
getting yourself in a mountain of debt is not a good way to start the New Year. Money worries put a
huge strain on relationships — it's not worth it in the long run.

Think of the kids. Who goes where and when can be a huge issue for parents who have split up and
for step families, especially if you are at loggerheads. As hard as it is, try and keep as calm as possible
and keep your children’s best interests at heart.

Talk to your children. If you are a single parent, talk to your child about who they want to spend time
with over the holidays. Christmas is important to children but they can easily feel divided and guilty
about who they spend time with and worried in case anyone is left on their own. Sit down with your
children and talk it though with them if they are old enough and if not, then try and come to an
agreement with the other parent that works for you and the children involved.

Plan something special. If arguments are likely over the festive period, have a few special events that
everyone knows about so you have things to look forward to. It might be decorating the tree, or hanging
the stockings up. The important thing is that you agree that these things will go ahead, and everyone
makes the effort to get along.

Give yourself space. The oven’s on, the heating’s on, the kids are excited and everyone arrives at
once. Christmas can be hectic, and tensions can rise quickly, so plan in a little time when you can be
alone to gather your thoughts. Getting some fresh air is a good idea, or having a hot bath on Christmas
Eve when the children have (finally) gone to bed.

Think of others. Remember family members or friends who might be alone, or who find the festive
period difficult. Just popping in, dropping them a card, or giving them a call can really help.

Delegate. Don't feel like you have to do everything yourself. If you are not careful, you can end up in the
kitchen slaving away whilst everyone else is enjoying themselves, which is no fun. Share out tasks
amongst your family and guests and make a plan of all the chores. The kids might not like it at first, but it
will ensure you don't get to the end of the festive season feeling like a nervous wreck!

Go easy on the booze. We all like to toast Christmas with a nice glass or two, but if there is any tension
in your family then steer clear of too much alcohol, it will only aggravate the situation.

Have fun! Don't forget, it's supposed to be fun! Make sure you remember to give yourself a few treats,
and remember it's more important to have a good time together than to make sure everything is 100%
perfect.

Relate’s free ‘Arguments Check-Up’ is an online questionnaire which helps people to find out about their own
arguing style and their compatibility with other arguing styles. Visit www.relate.org.uk/argument-check-up
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Silver Sherpas at Everest

This well established and welcoming over 50s social group offers a great mixture of
activities throughout its termly programme. This month we have the following sessions being

organised - Art, Science and our Christmas Meal!!
The Silver Sherpas meet up every Friday during term time between the times of

3-5pm at the small cost of just £1 per session. If you would like to get involved or just receive
some more information, please contact Danielle on 01256 337573 or alternatively email the

following address, ddickinson@everestcommunityacademy.org

Home-Start North West Hampshire has worked in Basingstoke & Deane
for 9 years and offers support to families who have at least one child
under five years of age.

Home-Start believes that children need a happy and secure childhood and
that parents play the key role in giving their children a good start in life
and helping them achieve their full potential. To Home-Start every family
is special and we respond to each family’'s needs through a combination of
home-visiting support, group work and social events. The one-to-one
relationship which develops between a volunteer and a parent means our
support can be exactly tailored to the needs of each family we visit.
Vulnerable children need our support - and every one of them is as unique
and fragile as a snowflake.

Home-visiting volunteers support families for a couple of hours each week.
We need volunteers to: Visit local families, who for many reasons, are
struggling to cope with the demands on them. Volunteers will undergo an
eight week preparation course. Our next Volunteer Preparation Course will
commence on Tuesday 28th January - 18th March 2014 (9.30am -
2.30pm).
INTERESTED? -

Hme |

s » StARrt

Email: homestart.nwhants@live.co.uk Buvpo;! .'w;mwv-
or famities
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Spencer & LENE Ctd

Established 1961
3rd Generation
family owned
and run Funeral
Directors and \
Monumental N .
Masons Our family
serving your family

24 Hours
for over 50 years

380 Worting Road
Basingstoke, RG22 5DZ

01256 323165

7 London Road
Hook, RG27 9DY

01256 761717

Trading Standards
approved

Pre-paid funeral plans
discussed without obligation

spencerandpeyton@btconnect.com

PKG PLUMBING

Friendly Popley Based
Plumber & Tiler

BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS
WALL AND FLOOR TILING
DRIPPING TAPS AND OVERFLOWS
INSTALLATION OF W/MACHINES &
D/WASHERS

ALL PLUMBING AND TILING WELCOME

NO CALL OUT CHARGE
FREE ESTIMATES
RELIABLE AND COMPETITIVE

Call Paul
01256 350386 / 07776421958
p.k.g.plumbing@btinternet.com
www.plumberinbasingstoke.co.uk

« ]
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Happy Tails Grooming offer very competitive prices but maintain the level of

“ earthbath
ttally satwral pet care o

29, Oakridge Rd, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 5SE
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quality and service you would expect.

G

www.happytailsgrooming.moonfruit.com
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-

‘??2_:_..1199"’

Telephone: 0751 624 5192 ¢ happytails_grooming@hotmail.co.uk

GLLI

DOMESTIC OVEN
CLEANING

By the UK’s largest oven
cleaning company

OVENCLEAN.

Non-caustic

Ovens, hobs, extractors and
microwaves cleaned
Fresh solutions every time

Don't forget we clean BBQs too!

01276 473118

www.ovenclean.com
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BATS Next Gen
Basingstoke Youth Musical Theatre Group

‘BATS Next Gen are pawfecting their moves for upcoming West End musical!’

Basingstoke England, October 2013 — taking a peek into the dance studios, rehearsals are
well on their way, as we see an excited new young cast devising their musical numbers with
great energy and enthusiasm.

The cast of youngsters has been learning lyrics and clawing their way through the script in
preparation for the musical that we hope will go down in ‘hisstory’. New costumes have also
arrived to transform these talented performers into our favourite furry friends. Performer
Hattie Branham, 14 is enjoying ‘being around a friendly cast' and expressing her talent of
tap dancing whilst learning new styles.

Both cast and crew determination along with hard work is evident at rehearsal, as this
marvellous musical begins to take shape. Grasping new skills within the process is difficult
to contend with.

Max Harwood, 16, acting the role of ‘Rum Tum Tugger’ admits that he finds ‘some of the
high energy, fast paced dance routines challenging’ when he is not a dancer. Each Musical
number requires its own demanding skills. ‘Gelical Cats’ is ballet piece entailing point work,
balance and accuracy. Co-ordination is required in busy numbers such as in ‘Mungo Jerry’,
featuring two cheeky cousins creating mischief, musicality and great characterisation.

An older performer, Alyssa Medalla, 17, has been cast in previous BATS Next Gen shows, but
believes her experience through the rehearsal process has altered this year...
‘This show greatly differs from the previous BATS Next Gen show “Rent”. Whilst the former
was emotionally demanding, the new production has been more dynamic and movement
orientated.’

The performance itself is planned for Thursday 20" Feb through to Saturday 23" Feb 2014
and shall include a matinee.
As a winter warmer, we have 10% off tickets in December following this link and using
code ‘XMAS10’
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/event/42999

Follow our latest rehearsal updates and view our rehearsal photographs by finding us on
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/BATSNG. We are yet to have a catastrophe!

BATS Next Gen - Established January - www.batsnextgen.co.uk
Written by Danielle Ashby - 9™ Nov 2013 (Student Performing Arts)
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James Bone ﬁ P
estore M: 078238849522 /&
Local, Patient, friendly instructor - 1 1
learn at your own pace ’
with 1 to 1lessons incl. Evenings & Weekends . . .
Good Pass rates Fully insured Dual control car E |r0nlng and Home Cleanlng Service
quote

L Struggling with your washing, ironing and cleaning, then I can help.
'POPLEY MATTERS' 5iwe oerio
&

With prices from 96p an item for ironing.

£23 per Hour o« 10 Hours for £210 Washing and drying from £10 per 7kg load.
S e RS ox Forecs Ioraers oF Domestic home cleaning from £15.

Full 'L' Test training with theory tuition included End of tenancy cleaning from £80.

Motoruaylessons - PassPlus  Refreher courses Please cal Michelle 0n 01256 328142 or 07947103403
WWW. JBDRIVE.co.uk I
ﬁ E: JBDRIVE@Live.com @ vt zironing o Uk

Merton Poppits Playgroup.
f“%ﬁ c/o Merton Infants School,
B . Romsey Close,
b Spaces available for all Popley,
.%yn‘d*'-‘n i Basingstoke,
. - children 2 years 9 months +. Hants.
b fors e Open Monday to Friday 9am-3pm RG24 9HB

You can apply for the 2 year old funding,
all 3 and 4 year olds are entitled to 15 hours free.
We accept childcare tax credit, and nursery vouchers
Sessions are £4.00 per hour for children who do not receive the grant, or attend above
15 hours per week.
We believe children are ready to learn through play when they are supported, happy
and stimulated.
We recognise children develop at different rates and their needs are all different.
We strive to support each and every child in their own unique way.
A word from the experts, OFSTED said “Children make good progress in their learning and

development at this happy and stimulating playgroup. “ The Playgroup received a GOOD rating at
their last inspection in September 2013.

Children on the waiting list will be invited along to a transition afternoon on 6™ December 2013.

Contact Carey West on 01256 353100

Email: 511077 @childcare.hants.org.uk
Please email during school holidays.
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NAOMI HOUSE BAUBLE HUNT - Saturday 7" December

Bring the family along to our annual Bauble Hunt in the beautiful grounds of The Vyne at Sherborne
St John, RG24 9HL.

Entry is £4 per child and £1 per accompanying adult and includes the Bauble Hunt trail and a free gift
from Father Christmas for each child.

There are also side stalls including: face painting, toy tombola and lucky dip, a Christmas raffle and
|ots of lovely gift stalls for Christmas shopping.

Doors open at 11am, so we really hope you can join us for this lovely event.

LIGHT UP A LIFE SERVICE - Thursday 12™ December

Naomi House and Jacksplace would like to invite you to share our special Carol and Light Up A Life
Service at St Mary’s Church, Old Basing at 7pm on Thursday 12" December.

Everyone is welcome to light a candle to celebrate the life of a loved one and give thanks for the
work of our local hospice for children and young people.

Seasonal refreshments will be served in the parish room after the service.

For more information about these and other Naomi House events please call 01962 760060 or email
Tina.Starbuck@naomihouse.org.uk
www.naomihouse.org.uk

Over 55s Forun

The last Open Forum meeting for 2013 will be on Wednesday 11th December 2013 at
the Carnival Hall, Council Road, Basingstoke 10.00am to 1pm.

The Forum have again this year broken it's membership record which stands at 624.
This proves that the Forum is working for all the Over 55s in the Borough.

Our Swinging Sixties Show to celebrate the "International Day for Older People"”
held on 28th September at Aldworth Science College was a brilliant success with over
330 people attending. The Mayor opened and closed the show. We are now planning
another show for 2014."Lyrics & Laughter".

Our coach trips for 2013 have proved very successful and were throughly enjoyed by
all who have purchased seats. The trips are now being planned for 2014 so watch this
space,
I would like to close by wishing all our old and new members a very Merry Christmas
and a Prosperous New Year.
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3 aﬁo Headquarters:
Scouts Base 2000 Carpenters Down, Popley RG24 9AE

e prl’!‘Pand - Group Scout Leader: Colin Karslake 01256 410559
ts Scout section: John-Paul Keetch 07899 087 275
. cou!
Baﬁin stolke hl; fﬂ o Cub Scout section:  Douglas Gowan 01256 412326
e2000.L4-
WWW. as Beaver Scout section: Eve Alexander 01256 346510

The Beavers’ Paultons’ Park Father Christmas visit, although wet and cold, was enjoyed by
all and some very tired Beavers returned home clutching their first Christmas gift of the year!

Work has since commenced on their ‘wish lists’!
Six Beavers were presented with Chief Scouts’ Bronze
Awards by the District Commissioner, Andy Cullen
recently. Three of them are already ‘linking’ to Cubs
ready to ‘swim-up’ at Christmas.

The Colony will be fundraising together with the Cub
section in aid of the British Heart Foundation by having a
sponsored skip before Christmas.

The Cubs had a "Spook-tastic’ time at a sleepover during
half-term and did activities such has Wand Making and then
had great fun running round and casting all sorts of weird
and wonderful spells. They went on a Hallowe’en themed
scavenger hunt in the woods and attempted to build a large
twig skeleton. The Hallowe’en costumes were great and
they enjoyed party games and a supper of ‘Minced Zombie in
a Spicy Blood Sauce on a Bed on Witches Intestines’- a hot
favourite! Later in the evening they went on a Spooky Night

: Walk in the woods to see if we could hear any creepy night
noises. The evening finished with them watching Casper and Scooby Doo DVDs before
going to bed. Surprisingly all were asleep before midnight but the “early-birds’ awoke
before 6a.m.!!

Other activities in recent weeks included a Remembrance themed evening when the Cubs
wrote their own prayer for Remembrance Day, played a couple of themed games and
observed a 2 minutes silence to close the evening. The Pack also enjoyed a Games Night
and a St Andrew’s themed night.

The Scout section attended the Civic Remembrance Parade in Basingstoke War Memorial
Park.

New recruits welcome (though you may have to wait for a vacancy in the Beaver section
which is often oversubscribed) — for more information, contact the leaders or use
www.facebook. com/ BasingstokeAirScouts.

Base 2000 is available for use by any community group at special rates either for ‘one-off’ or
regular bookings. It can also be used for chidrens’ parties or family gatherings. Hiring rates
range from £3.50 per hour for the smaller hall to up to £10 per hour for the larger hall.
Enquiries to bookings@base2000.co.uk or call Colin on 07796 772 500 / 01256 410559.

Charity number 267734 Headquarters registration number 42755
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PHIL DELLA-SAVINA
CARPETS &
FLOORINGS

All types of carpet and flooring supplied & expertly fitted

by your local Popley based carpet fitter.
25 Years experience.
e CARPETS
e VINYLS
o KARNDEAN
e REAL WOODS

Free Estimates. Reliable and Competitive.

cawpriion 07712085522 / 01256462212

@PHIL DELLA-SAVINA CARPETS

B

IPS hair

Styling for the whole family

Award winning and experienced stylist. Available to
style your hair in the comfort of your own home
or at my home-based salon.

£S5

Cut & Blow Dry

Only £2 O With this voucher

Phone lan on: 0790 9577 199
01256 412598
www.ipshair.co.uk

MHAUTOS
SERVICE CENTRE

Unit 11 Vickers Business Centre
Priestly Road, Basingstoke
RG24 9NP

Servicing and Repairs to all makes and
models cars and light commercials
Pre-MOTs/MOTs arranged by appointment
clutches, brakes, shockers
free fit exhausts, timing belts
tuning, welding, diagnostics checks

Motor vehicle specialist

Free delivery and collection service
Mobile & workshop facilities to suit you

For a friendly and personal service call Mark on
Tel: 01256 467707 Mobile: 07879 638650

f

HYDROLOGIC

Available 24hrs a da
7 days a week.

+ Emergency Plumbing
+ Bathroom suites

+ All pipe work-water or gas

+ Central and under floor heating
+ Boiler installations

+ Replace hot water tanks

Mathew Reeves
w 07872166724

#=7 info@Hydrologic.co.uk
www.hydrologicplumbing.co.uk

J
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For Further Details

please contact
your local Youth Workers
Ella or Luke on:
01256 423812
E epalmer@voluntaryservices.com Ip
a_pippard@voluntaryservices.com A
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Sentinel

Keeping Christmas under Control

Whatever you think of Christmas, there’s one thing we all know — it's going
to cost us money. And more than we can afford, unless we’re very careful.
Here’s some top tips to help you have a happy and debt-free Christmas.

1. Talk to your partner, family and friends about Christmas
spending. Chances are they want to keep the costs down too, so you
can all agree to spend less on each other.

2. Make a plan for all your festive spending, not just the presents.
Think about what worked and what didn’t last year. How many of those
“stocking fillers” were abandoned or broken two minutes later? And how
much of all that “bargain” festive food was thrown away?

3. If you think you’ll need to use credit for Christmas spending,
plan it carefully. Read the small print on any credit deals; make sure you
know exactly how much you’ll have to pay off each month. Check you
really can afford it after all the other bills have been paid.

4. Always find out the total cost of something you're thinking of
buying on credit. You'll be shocked at how the cost rockets if you make
monthly payments to a catalogue, for example.

5. Manage your children’s expectations — there may be different
ways to achieve what they want. Perhaps you can afford to pay half the
monthly payment on that smartphone if they get a Saturday job to pay
the rest?

6. We can't all be creative types (baking and making low-cost
presents) but what about personal gift vouchers, promising future treats?
A summer picnic in the park perhaps? Or how about offering to take on
extra household chores for a month?

7. If you think you're going to struggle with paying your rent at
Christmas, get help now. You'll find more helpful advice on our website
at www.sentinelha.org.uk or you can call us on 0800 195 5515, or 0300
6665515 from a mobile.
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Basingstoke Lions Club

Website www.basingstokelions.org.uk
| think the autumn blues struck our monthly business meeting last month. The members

were all present but the normal high spirits seemed to have gone walkabout. Fortunately
a Skittles Evening coupled with a very nice supper at the Red Lion in Overton put
the world to rights for us. The explosive nature of the game, coupled with the warm
environment and chat, seemed to lift everyone’s spirits.

Our main event in October was World Sight Day. The day was designed to raise
awareness of the causes of blindness (which are many), and the global efforts that
are being made to tackle the affliction. Lion Ann Vicars organized a stall to show by
means of leaflets and equipment the effects of different forms of blindness and the
sort of support and advice that is available locally. We were particularly grateful to
Faye Chatten-Smith of Helping Hands for the Blind and members of the Macular
Disease Society who came along to help us with the stall, and to our local opticians
and Breeze FM for their support. As a result of this, and a poster campaign, over 500
pairs of spectacles were handed in on the day for recycling to some of the poorest
nations. Throughout the day Lenny the Lion prowled the Malls inviting people to
guess his weight and drawing attention to our stall. Over 200 people visited us to see
the variety of instruments on show and in quite a few cases to seek advice which was
readily given.

Local sources of help for the blind and partially sighted are the SIGHT LOSS
SPECIALISTS IN THE SENSORY TEAM (part of Basingstoke Social Services) on
0845 6035630: HELPING HANDS for the BLIND www.helpinghandsfortheblind.
org.uk : The MACULAR DISEASE SOCIETY on 01256 356844: OPEN SIGHT
EASTLEY with Clubs across Hampshire 02380 64124. If you know someone who
is having a sight problem you might like to pass this information on to them.
LIONS CLUBS YOUNG AMBASSADOR COMPETITION: We know that there
are young people between the ages of 15 and 18 within our community who work
selflessly for others. If you know of such a person, we would like to nominate him/
her as a candidate for the title of District, National and European Young Ambassador.
Please contact John Lincoln tel. 01256 325280 Email jomolincoln@btinternet.com for
detailsThe Club is now gearing up for our Christmas collections — polishing Santa’s
sleigh and refreshing his parcels. If you see us when you are out and about, please
help us out with some loose change. Our Treasurer (Ebeneezer) loves counting it. We
need to raise around £3,000 to cover our Christmas donations. Thanks for your help!
But before that, on the 16" November we have one of our twice yearly Quiz Nights
at the Cliddesden Millenium Hall. If you’d like to attend please contact Maurice
Hockley 01256 421867 or Philip Wilson on 01256 352393 as soon as you can.
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FOR EXPERT ADVICE ON TAX &
~ ACCOUNTANCY MATTERS CONTACT US AT:

Unitiea FoEms CERIAX

WHERE SPACE COME TO LIFE.

Certax Accounting Basingstoke provides tax advisory

e Architectural Design and accountancy services in a friendly, approachable
° Disabled Adaptation Design and professional manner. We take all the burden of

your tax and accountancy responsibilities giving you
e Building Surveying more time to focus on and grow your business.

: " We offer a wide range of tax and
¢ Plannmg Permission accountancy services.

e New Built Snagging Report We provide a free no obligation initial

. . consultation to discuss your requirements including
° Schedule & SpeCIflcatlon Doc. our fixed fee quotes for the services required with no

e Tendering/Project Management | hidden charges.
www.certaxbasingstoke.co.uk

Initial Visit and Consultation is FREE! #-7o0kazim@certax.co.uk
Tel: 01256 541409 201256 698 013 & 07931 834595
07943 849941 £01256 698 200
mail @unifiedforms.co.uk Pinewood, Chineham Business Park,

www.unifiedforms.co.uk Crockford Lane, Basingstoke, RG248AL.

2 [rve life
[ﬂ/@ éli%(gr%ing World

Join a warm and friendly group today...

POPLEY

Every Wednesday

9.30am, 5.30pm & 7.30pm

Melrose Hall
Abbey Road
Hazel 07796 158098

Slimmin
Just £9.950n your WORLD
first night then

£4.95 aweek. S"mmingwoﬂd.com 0844 897 8000 ﬁu know you're amazing
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Dear Friends

| read the following recently: REASONS WHY SANTA CLAUS HAS TO BE AWOMAN ...
men can’t pack a bag; men would rather be dead than caught wearing red velvet; men don’t
answer their mail; men aren’t interested in stockings unless someone is wearing them; men
don’t think about buying gifts till Christmas Eve when it’s too late; men refuse to stop and
ask for directions when they get lost; finally being responsible for Christmas would require a
commitment!

I also read the following ..”The hinge of history is to be found on the door of a Bethlehem
stable” (both quotes from J.John & Mark Stibbe, A Barrel of Fun).

The season of goodwill, peace to all is upon us. Though looking at the world around us

you wouldn’t think so! Apart from Afghanistan there are so many other areas of conflict

in the world, there are droughts, famines and diseases, extremes of climate such as those
experienced in India and the Philippines with such a terrible loss of life and livelihood. Some
of the world’s problems may seem to dwarf our own personal difficulties but they are no less
important — anxiety over health, relationships or jobs and money can all combine to block out
the light. This is especially true at Christmas when all we really want, perhaps, is some peace
and quiet and some time to enjoy our families and friends. Archbishop Justin Welby has
spoken out recently about the stresses and strains that the so-called season of goodwill can
bring for many. All these demand our quiet consideration and prayer.

In December the church moves into the season of Advent, a time of preparation. Similar to
the season of Lent, it’s an opportunity for taking stock, a chance to examine our lives and see
where we’ve gone wrong, and make a commitment to change those attitudes of our hearts
and minds that cause hurt to those around us and to God and to do so before its too late. It’s
a tough call, but once we make it we can feel renewed, refreshed and ready to start again. |
hope this year you’ll take that opportunity.

Amid all your Christmas preparations and as you’re putting up the Christmas lights | hope
that you will take time to consider the baby in a manger who came as ‘the light of the world’
and will one day return in majesty and power to draw us all before God. May the light and
peace of Christ be with you and yours this Christmas season and in the year ahead.

With warm Christian greetings
Arthur
Vicar, St Gabriel’s.

CHRISTMAS SERVICES:
Please feel free to join us at one of our Christmas services. We’re having two Christingle
Services on Sunday 15" at 4pm and again at 5pm; A Service of Nine Lessons and Carols by
Candlelight on the 22" at 6.30pm; a Nativity performed by the ‘grown-ups’ on the 24" at
4pm and Midnight Communion at 11.30 on Christmas Eve. There is also a family service on
Christmas morning at 10.00a.m. please do join the celebrations.
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Heating & Plumbing

PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY IN
21273 SHERBORNE ST JOHN
FOR
. Heating Installations We offer high quality care in a happy, secure

and stimulating environment

* Boiler changes/upgrades Term time only for children 2 ¥z years to school age

* Servicing Open 5 mornings and 2 afternoons a week
e Breakdowns Educational structure — Experience and qualified staff
e Landlord Safety Checks Set in idyllic location with large outdoor area

) dapl d
e Power Flushing and a playgroun

Good Ofsted report - Nursery Grants available

24 hour —7 Days a Week For a prospectus call in or contact us

on 075 287 26248

Jami %A'-'- t Email: info@piccolopsh.com
amie bavenpor Www. piccolopsn.co.uk

Tel No: 01256 398611 ) .
Mobile No: 07876 687422 Piccolo Pre-school Nursery, The Sports Pavilion, Vyne|

Road, Sherborne St John, Basingstoke RG24 9HX
Tips and Advice on Clearing Snow and Ice

« Start early - it's much easier to clear fresh, loose snow compared to compacted ice that has
been compressed by people walking on it.

» Don't use hot water - this will melt the snow, but may replace it with black ice, increasing the
risk of injury.

* Be a good neighbour - some people may be unable to clear snow and ice on paths from their

property.

« If shovelling snow, think where you are going to put it so that it doesn't block people's paths
or drainage channels.

» Make a pathway down the middle of the area to be cleared first, so you have a clear surface to
walk on.

« Spreading some salt on the area you have cleared will help stop ice forming.

* Table salt or dishwasher salt will work, but avoid spreading on plants or grass as they may be
damaged by it.

« Pay particular care and attention to steps and steep gradients.

« Use the sun to your advantage - removing the top layer of snow will allow the sun to melt any
ice beneath; however you will need to cover any ice with salt to stop it refreezing overnight.

« If there's no salt available, sand or ash are good alternatives.

DO NOT USE CAT LITTER The clay granules in cat litter soften when they absorb
moisture and turn into a watery sludge. Although this sludge may freeze at a slightly lower temperature,
the clay content acts as a lubricant with the ice, making the ground more slippery and longer to thaw. It
also walks into your house and stains and rots your carpets.
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Fireworks at the Office Christmas Party

’_.))/ Gill Brown, the Head of the Employment Law team at
Phillips Solicitors, says that there are some do’s and
don’ts to think about as the Christmas party season

Phillips  [oTeS

JLICITORS

The most important thing to remember is that a
Christmas party arranged by your employer counts as
work time and, while it is important for a good time to be had by all, there
are some serious considerations. Careers can be destroyed through excessive
alcohol consumption, drug taking, fighting, inappropriate language, unwanted
advances and inappropriate use of the photocopier! It is also important to avoid
talking about work especially discussing staff, clients or customers in a social
environment. If you are a manager then make sure you do not start agreeing
pay increases after a few cocktails as this could be a promise you later regret.

The general rules relating to discrimination still apply in a party environment.
Respect must be shown to those who do not drink, have specific dietary
requirements or have a disability. If this applies to you then be sure to notify
your employer so that they are able to cater for you appropriately. Remember
that jokes that you would not tell in the office because they might cause offence
are just as likely to cause offence in a party situation even if they do get a laugh
from others.

Getting home afterwards is also important — check whether your employer is
arranging transport back from the office party and if not ensure that you have
arrangements in place so that you do not, under any circumstances, drink and
drive.

Have fun, enjoy the party season, keep safe and
make sure you turn up for work the next day!

Gill Brown is a lawyer specialising in employment
law at Phillips Solicitors in Basingstoke. For more
information please call Gill on 01256 854605 or
email at: gbrown@phillips-law.co.uk and visit our
website at Www.g)hillips-law.co.uk”.
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Another fabulous month for MFC Popley Youth has seen all our age groups put
in successful, battling performances on the pitch.

We are now being courted by two Premier League outfits as the club begins to
reap the rewards of all the hard work put in behind the scenes.

The Under 7s continue to go from strength to strength, with a particularly
successful morning at Sherborne St John recently.

The U8s have been on a strong run with successes over Overton and Oakley FC
this month.

The Under 9s have been playing some scintillating football, most notably four superb
performances against a strong AFC Newbury squad.

The U10s are proving hard to beat with wins over Basingstoke Town Colts and Thatcham
Tornadoes keeping them on a strong footing in their divisional table.

The Ul1s, 12s, 13s and 15s have all had convincing wins in recent weeks to put them
through to their next respective rounds of the Peter Houseman Youth Cup.

The U14s are continuing to do the club proud playing some great tactical football in their
Premier Division fixtures.

The Allstars are making rapid progress whilst showing a great attitude to learning. If you
know a Year R or Year 1 child who wants to get into football, text 07884 2185 693 to arrange to
bring them along.

The MFC Popley Youth Halloween Race Night proved, yet again, to be a fantastic
fundraiser for the club. More importantly it was a superb community social event and a chance for
everyone from all the different age groups to meet and bond.

OPAL - Older People’s Area Link Festive Bin Collections
Free telephone and home visiting Rubbish and recycling collection crews will be working on

Saturdays to catch up on changes over the Christmas break,

service to help people over 50 find Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council has announced.

activities and services. If your normal collections  put your grey bin (and

Opal can provide you with details of local | day would be, green bin if it is your
. . . recycling week) out on

information E_md Services by phone' Monday 23 December, Monday 23 December

If you need a little more help, there are Tuesday 24 December Tuesday 24 December

H Wednesday 25 December Friday 27 December

Opal VOIunj[e_erS In your area who can Thursday 26 December, Saturday 28 December

Visit you at home. Friday 27 December Monday 30 December

Te|eph0ne 0800 328 7154 Monday 30 December Wednesday 31 December

Tuesday 31 December Thursday 2 January

Wednesday 1 January Friday 3 January

Thursday 2 January. Saturday 4 January

Friday 3 January. Monday 6 January

Monday 6 January. Tuesday 7 January

Tuesday 7 January Wednesday 8 January

Wednesday 8 January Thursday 9 January

Thursday 9 January. Friday 10 January

Friday 10 January Saturday 11 January

Volunteering for Opal usually takes up only a Christmas can mean extra rubbish, for example wrapping

- paper that can’t be recycled. Therefore, in the first collection
few hours a month. To find out more about after Christmas ONLY extra sacks will be collected.

becoming an Opal volunteer, F’_'ease call Unless adverse weather affects bin rounds, collections
01962 868545 or email should return to normal from Monday 13 January.

sara.nicholls@ageconcernhampshire.org.uk ) ) ) )
For more information about bin collections see www.

basingstoke.gov.uk/go/recycling or call 01256 844844.
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Young’s

Chinese Food
to take away
Unit 2
Carpenters Down
(Off Popley Way)
Popley, Basingstoke

Telephone Orders

841540
Opening Times

Sunday

5:00pm --10:30pm

Monday To Saturday
12pm - 2pm & 5pm -10:30pm
Tuesday Closed

SUE’S DRIVING SCHOOL

Accountancy

For
Small Businesses

e Business Accounts & Tax

e Self Assessment Returns

e Bookkeeping, VAT & Payroll
e Fees fixed in advance

e Meetings at home or work

Call Steve Rayner on
01256 471284 or see

www.taxassist.co.uk/basingstoke

Tel: 01256 470483 Mobile: 07790 686749
WWW.SUESDRIVINGSCHOOL.COM

| 7 FREE
] | THEORY

‘ ¥ ome | TUITION
'- .Y GIVEN

o

Electric Power Steering
Electric Mirrors & Windows
Dual Controls

Air Conditioning

Fully Adjustable Seats for
Comfort

Special offer in June/July/Aug

1st 1hr lesson at £18 Then buy 10hrs at £240 get one free

Hampshire County Council
Approved Pass Plus Driving Instructor Save £75
Page 24 E-mail: sue@suesdrivingschool.com



Christmas at Museum of Army Flying

The Museum gets the festive period off to a flying start.

On 14" and 15" December the Museum of Army Flying will host its first Home Front
Christmas. This event transports visitors back in time to the 1940s to celebrate a bygone era of
festivities, under wartime conditions. Re-enactors from Homefront History will bring the event
to life with a variety of characters and they will be providing displays and demonstrations on
different aspects of life during a wartime Christmas. The event is FREE to enjoy with normal
Museum entry.

The event will also feature a photographic display by C and A Photography who are
renowned for using re-enactors to recreate incredible historical scenes and the Museum is
especially delighted to welcome the Bletchley Park Post Office team who will be talking about
and demonstrating wartime code-breaking.

Homefront History’s founder John Leete said about the event “This event will provide
the perfect atmosphere to get people in the Christmas Spirit. Christmas during wartime was a
very different affair to the modern Christmas. This event will use re-enactors to help visitors
learn about Christmas during the 1940s”

This year Museum of Army Flying are hosting their annual Christmas Band Concert
on the 19" December at 7:00pm in conjunction with the Army Air Corps Band. The Army Air
Corps Band will be joined by guests from The Band of the Prince of Wales’ Division and the
Middle Wallop Military Wives Choir. The Museum’s Hangars will be ringing with the sound of
traditional music, perfect for getting visitors into the Christmas Spirit. During its short history,
the Army Air Corps Band has earned a reputation for musical excellence, every year impressing
concert goers with their favourite carols. The event is a charity fundraising Christmas Band
Concert to raise money for two military charities. The event is free and there will be an
opportunity to make a donation. Booking is essential as places are limited. Reservations can
be made through the website www.armyflying.com or by phoning reception on 01264 784421.
The doors will open at 6.30pm.

The Museums restaurant the Apache Café will be open serving wonderful hot freshly
prepared meals and festive treats including homemade mince pies and mulled wine.

"
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Diaries from The OIld Codger

Well he is getting ready to stop at every child’s house this month.
Yes it’s Christmas time again, but he will only come to your house if you
are very, very good, I know I have been, so | hope he will turn up at my
house again this year.

Mums and Dads | know it is hard but try not to spend more than
you can just to please your child as it is so easy to do and you will be in
debt for the next year.

Your fuel bills will go up in the coming year, you do not want any cut offs of gas or
electric. You can enjoy so much without excessive media hype on expensive toys. Children all
want great gifts but look after all your needs, do not go to these moneylenders as it will not pay
you, only the fat cats that leech off the vulnerable.

When | was a young lad it was great fun going around all our families: they lived within
about five miles of each other. At Christmas we would all go from one house to the next each
day. If we slept over it is surprising how many kids could be fitted on a bed the mums, dads,
grandparents, aunts and uncles would lay you all across the bed or top and tail you all. As kids it
was great fun. staying up late, dads with pints of beer, stout or sherry for the mums, all the kids
sitting on stairs in the living room together. We were never allowed in the posh room, it was only
be used on special occasions. On Boxing Day all the family would go to the pub at lunchtime,
all the kids sat outside by the cockle and jellied eel stall. Boy I loved them and still do now. If
mum or dad said sit there you did what you were told. No one would bother you; every now and
then a load of the old Smiths crisps, with the blue salt pack inside, would be tossed out to us all
sometimes with a glass of lemonade; a real treat back then. You were grateful, you would never
make a fuss. When we all got home to dinner we were all given a treat for behaving as we were
told to OK, out of sight we would all get up to pranks, but nothing that would hurt or disturb
people. The local bobby somehow would turn the corner just as you started any mischief. How
it was they knew | will never know. The local bobby would often take off his jacket and have a
game of footy with you.

On another note, if you can get on the net look up “Saving Nature” It will show you
what small part kids and the rest of the community can do to help our local wildlife.

I wonder how many of you have seen the TV programme Ripper Street. | love it, as
although it had changed a lot when I lived near there, | remember many of the street names.
Yes it was a grubby old place even when | was young, much of it damaged after the war years.
I look back and think of my mum; she was so quiet and never said boo to a goose but to think
in the war she was teaching men how to shoot, and boy was she a good shot! | know that when
we went to funfairs in the end they would not let her on the stalls. If given a chance she would
clear them out, bless her. The OC and ‘Er Indoors” would like to eda
wish all our local council members a Happy Christmas. You have ]

worked so hard in difficult times. Kids again have a good Christmas
Until next month, the Old Codger - > T/}

and stay safe. If the snow and cold come think who could do with g9 S

help. Last but not least all the family of Popley,
Happy Christmas and good New Year.

85
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BERMUDA COMMUNITY CENTRE

To all the people of Popley | would like to tell you

about the great things that are happening at the

Bermuda Community Centre. 0

We have Popley Explorers pre-school Monday to Friday

from 8.30am until 3pm .They also do a breakfast club. ‘L"JJ
Rardeladatnils ring Elaine on 01256 363156.

We also have lots of exciting things going on in the
evenings; Monday night is kick boxing which is from
6.30 until 8pm, and kickboxing again on a Thursday
night from 7 until 8.30pm. Come along and join.

Tuesday night is BINGO NIGHT, doors open at 7pm
and eyes down at 8pm. New members are welcome;
come along, meet and make new friends.
Refreshments are available and it finishes usually

The hall is currently being used on a Wednesday by the kick

boxing club as they are getting ready for competitions but will be
available to hire in the near future. So if anyone would like

to try something new and would like to hire the hall please Y
get in touch with Janet Ward on 01256 363156.The g =
committee would like to wish the kick boxing team good

luck for their future competitions.

If you like to dance we have Street dance and ballet classes
I NN on Thursdays, for two and a half year olds to adults - 4.30 till
\ 3 5.30pm. For full details ring Samantha on 07811299484.

On a Friday evening, come along and join the Friday griday Clup
Club for children which is from 5pm till 6.30pm. rED'Tt,

The hall is also available to hire for parties etc at B
reasonable rates for more details ring Janet on 01256 o s
36315.
We would like to thank all the families for coming to the
Christmas family bingo on 8th November. Thank you all for your
support in making it a great night once again.

ALL THE COMMITTEE MEMBERS WOULD LIKE TO WISH ALL THE
RESIDENTS OF POPLEY A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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Dear readers,
Wow | have had another spectacular month.

| went to Blackpool and competed in the Winter Gardens. Although I didn't win anything,
it was mostly the experience | went for but it was also to represent my dance school.

| don't mind that | didn't win anything at least | know | tried my hardest and | have a lot
of room for improvement. | had some very tough competition but | enjoyed the day. |
even went up to the highest balcony and it was AMAZING. There are little models and
paintings on the ceiling and they all looked very spectacular and the chandelier lights
were very pretty and bright. The dance hall looked very posh and sophisticated. Me and
my Mum love "dress spotting" and WOW there were some very sparkly and stunning
dresses. | can't wait till July when | turn Junior and I'll be able to wear some of those
amazing dresses. The atmosphere of the dance hall was intense and electric. This was
my brother's first time at Blackpool and my last as a Juvenile.

I'm sure you have all heard about the disaster in the Philippines that has affected
thousands of people. My thoughts are with all the families who have lost family and close
friends. It has got me thinking about how we can all volunteer and help raise money to
help those less fortunate both at home and abroad.

Volunteering is another way to help others, like working in a soup kitchen. Even if a
little bit of money is raised it can make a huge difference. £5 can provide someone less
fortunate with a meal or the means to provide meals. | would like to volunteer when |
am older.

Christmas is coming up soon, have you got an advent calendar?, | prefer the chocolate
ones. Don't leave your list for Father Christmas too late if you haven't done it yet. | know
sometimes it can be hard to get the perfect present for someone. Are you one if those
people who leave all your Christmas shopping till Christmas Eve (yes Dad I'm talking
about you!) I'm usually easy to find a present for because | normally ask for art things
or writing equipment, or one of Jacqueline Wilson's new books (Diamond, hint hint Mum
& Dad) but trying to find a present for a parent can be a pain when you are wandering
round town for ages with no ideas what to get them. Don't give up, that has happened to
me but soon | saw something | thought would be the perfect present. Don't worry, you'll
find something; it just might take a bit longer. Why not try the local independent shops
that are around, there are quite a few and you're sure to find something there.

Thanks to all of you who donated filled shoe boxes to the appeal | mentioned last month,
you've made a difference??

Speak to you next month when it will be the New Year (where has 2013 gone???). Have
a fantastic Christmas and New Year.

Ellie
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From the moment my mother and I first visited

Marnel Lodge, we knew we had found

somewhere pretty special. Elegant surroundings,
delicious food and beautiful gardens were made
even more appealing by the presence of like-
minded residents with whom she can socialise
and enjoy activities. For my part, knowing that
she’s safe in the care of such a dedicated and
compassionate team gives me great peace of
mind. And for that ’'m extremely grateful.

* Nursing Care
¢ Residential Care
* Dementia Care

* Respite Care

| Please contact us for further ,
. . .. 2127“
&L information or to arrange a visit

SoK Call 01256 441 459

BARCHESTER

Marnel Lodge Care Home | www.barchester.com

Carter Drive, off Popley Way, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG24 9UL

(If using a sat nav please enter RG24 9DR)




FAS I FARE

Your Local Family Convenience Store
Abbey Road (Shops) % (01256) 323679
Open seven days a week
Monday—Friday 8:00am-9:00pm Saturday 8:30am-9:30pm Sunday 9:00am-9:00pm
Grocery | Stationery | Off Licence | Fresh Fruit &
\Vegetables

Fresh Flowers | Fresh Sandwiches | Pies
Ethnic, Polish & Indian Groceries
Faxing and photocopying available
: We Accept Milk Tokens

Recharge your Paypoint services including Gas Card, Electric Key,
M BT Bills, VIRGIN, and TV Licence and many more

We now Provide Western Union Money Transfer Services
International Calling Cards
If you don't see what you want in the store, Ask and we will try and get it.

Seasons Greetings to all our customers from The Fastfare Staff

FASTFARE PHARMACY

UNIT 3 ABBEY ROAD SHOPS & /&,357637

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE
We fill your prescriptions at Fastfare Pharmacy from most surgeries.

There is also a free collect and deliver service. We also take your

repeat prescription, collect and deliver FREE OF CHARGE. NHS or
Private.
Among our many services we offer:- Blood pressure, Diabetic,
Cholesterol check-ups and monitoring. A Private consultation area for
patients. We advise on medication and treatment of minor illness by our|
qualified Pharmacist. Pregnancy advice and morning after pill available.
We hold a comprehensive stock of Motability Equipment for hire or
purchase. Just ask and help us to help you.

/_[lt; For further details ring @& 357637
Opening Hours @
Mon-Fri 9am -7pm; Sat 9am-5pm
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