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Your Local Family Convenience Store
Abbey Road (Shops) (01256) 323679

Open seven days a week
Monday–Friday 7:30am–9:00pm Saturday 8:30am–9:30pm Sunday 9:00am–9:00pm

Grocery | Stationery | Off Licence | Fresh Fruit & Vegetables | Fresh Flowers
Fresh Sandwiches | Pies | Ethnic, Polish & Indian Groceries

We serve crushed Ice Drinks
• Now Available UPS Parcel Service • Play Now Lottery + Scratch Cards

• Faxing and photocopying available • We Accept Milk Tokens
• Paypoint pay your bills Gas, Electric, Mobile Top ups ETC.

• Western Union Money Transfer Services • International Phone Cards

If you don’t see what you want in the store, please ask and we will try to get it for you.

Printed by Personalised Print  352434 Email:p.print@virgin.net

FASTFARE PHARMACY
UNIT 3 ABBEY ROAD SHOPS / 357637

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE
We fill your prescriptions at Fastfare Pharmacy from most surgeries. 
There is also a free collect and deliver service. We also take your

repeat prescription, collect and deliver FREE OF CHARGE. NHS or
Private.

Among our many services we offer:- blood pressure check,
diabetic, cholesterol check-ups and monitoring. A private consultation
area for patients. We advise on medication and treatment of minor illness
by our qualified Pharmacist.  Pregnancy advice and morning after pill
available. We hold a comprehensive stock of motability equipment for
hire or purchase. Just ask and help us to help you.

For further details ring 01256 357637
Opening Hours

Monday-Friday 9am-7pm; Sat 9am-5pm

NEW FRESH CREAM CAKES TO ORDER



Message from the Editor: Thank you to the amazing people who
stepped in to help deliver Popley Matters last month and hopefully some can
repeat it this month too: Scouts, Arthur Taylor and 5 year old Amelia with her
Mum. Thank you in advance for the wonderful readers Mark and Christine that
have volunteered to deliver for this February issue.

This is your community magazine and there are 5,400 copies printed each
month. We would like to extend the distribution but in order to do that we need
paid adverts so we can pay the printer, everything else is done voluntarily. It is
a constant battle each month that we are losing at the moment so if you know
anyone that has a local business, please ask them if they would consider

advertising from starting at just £30 an issue for a quarter page. You might like to publicise an event or
ask Popley Matters to deliver leaflets?

By the time this Popley Matters is delivered it is hoped the Abbey Road shop will be open,
along with the Post Office, and the facilities at least that we had before. I wonder what shops there will
be in Merton Rise. Co-Op have applied for a licence for the convenience store but as yet I don’t know
about any of the others.

On page one there are details of how you can respond to the proposal to close the Chineham
Library. I use it but only occasionally but I know many residents do and attend some of the events they
have. It is also a quiet place to use when you need to study or do research. I am told people also like
that there is plenty of free parking and if you have to go into town there is an added cost. If you like
me, believe that this friendly local library should stay open please respond to the consultation or email
the cabinet member sean.woodward@hants.gov.uk  and the county and borough
councillor elaine.still@hants.gov.uk, or email me  and I will forward your
comments. There are also Facebook pages and petitions you can sign.
We welcome articles from groups and clubs, especially residents who might like
to write about their hobbies or their history of living in Popley. Email the Editor
at editor@popleymatters.org.uk. Deliverers are always needed and welcomed
too - it can be half an hour a month or more if you can? Please contact me at
ei ther  405 Abbey Road, phone me  on  01256 819924,  o r e-mail  me
editor@popleymatters.org.uk

The views in this publication are not necessarily the views of the editorial team,  the members of the
committee, or the Popley Matters magazine.
Editorial Team:– Editor Jane Frankum; Sub–Editor Paul Frankum; Chair Terry Jones; Area Distribution Manager Jeremy Jackman
Martin Biermann;Treasurer Christopher Martin; Proof Reader Lorraine Beaney.
Distribution Team;- Hom Bahadur Pun; Jenny Bailey; Linda Banfield; Mollie Beeson; Amanda Bellemy; Mar n and Chansopha Bierman; Mark
Budden; Charmaine Chapman; Lynne Cooke; Pam Crouzieres; Tricia Dennis; Melissa and Amelia Griffiths; Pat Hamilton; Stacy Hart; Stuart Humphries;
Dee Jackman; Jeremy Jackman; Terry Jones; Simon Leadbe er; Cathy Li; Angela Lockwood; Christopher Mar n; Marta; Alan Marsden; Milly Mcgann;
Mar n Meppam; Vera Mitchell; Peter Moore; Sue Roux; Sheila Rowland; Luke Simmonds; Alan Simpson; Chris ne Spencer; Arthur Taylor; Jean
Taylor; Wendy Taylor; Chris ne Thresher; Gell Toungue; Richard Townsend; Chucka Uju; Janet Ward; Carole Wheeler; and Carole We on;
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Independent Funeral Directors

• Family run Funeral Directors with
traditional high standards
• Providing a caring dedicated and
professional service 24 hours a day,
365 days year
• Private and peaceful
Chapel of Rest
• Our Family caring
for your family
35-41 Essex Road
Basingstoke RG21 7TB
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How to SAVE Chineham Library!
What can you do to save Chineham Library?

1. Have your say by completing the library consultation;
2. Use the library ൚൛൜൝൞ൟൠൡൣൢ Every person who attends is counted, every book

taken out and every log in adds to the overall picture of how well used the library
is;

3. Sign the petition https://tinyurl.com/wsvfww4;
4. Put the date and time of the public drop in into your diary. This will act

as part of the consultation: February 4th 2pm - 6pm;
5. Share our page and tell people neighbours, groups you attend, your

family and friends how they can have their say!; and
6. Watch the page for regular updates and events.

Further news from Chineham Library below.

Chineham Library
Our ac vi es all con nue in the regular pa ern for this month, with the only changes
occurring in half term. Rhyme mes take place every Tuesday, for under ones at 10am
and over ones at 11am. Story mes take place every Saturday morning at 11am, except
for the first week when we hold a drop-in cra  session from 10am – midday. This
month cra s will take place on 1st February, and then 7th March. Our Cha erbooks
group for junior school age children will meet on 13th February and 11th March at
3.45pm. 

Every Wednesday we hold our drop-in Cuppa and Chat group for adults to chat over
some refreshments, which takes place from 10.30am–midday. Also, on Wednesdays
Age Concern offer assistance with IT from 10am–1pm for the over 50s. Sessions are
bookable through their office on: 01256 423874, for a £5 dona on. Both of these
would welcome some new faces. (Age Concern stop for half term.) Our general reading
group will meet on Saturday 29th  February and Saturday 28th March, at 10.30am.
Wri ng Group meets on 6th February and 5th March from 5.30 – 7pm. 

We have a couple of bookable events being held in the near future. There is a ‘Scenes
of Crime’ talk on 26th March, with former Police Officer Ken Wells sharing reflec ons
from his career. On 23rd April we have a ‘Great Train Robbery’ talk, with Tony Keep.
Both talks commence at 6pm, and ckets cos ng £5 are available from the library or
the online shop. Thursday 6th February we are again holding a children’s Harry Po er
night, from 5.30 – 7pm. This event is free, but due to limited availability places must
be booked in advance.

Don’t forget we now also offer room hire, please ask for further details.
Cathy Foster

Probus Hears Tales of a Roving Reporter

How would you react if a “live” radio microphone was thrust in
your face needing a response to some world events or home grown
problem currently in the public domain?

Who are these people seeking opinions from the public and who broadcast replies
to regional, na onal and world wide audiences?  Many inquisitors become well known
working for the BBC, especially if on TV, whereas radio reporters, having no visible presence,
have a lower profile which might be of benefit in their private lives. One such was Alan
Jones who was the latest speaker at the Probus Club of Basingstoke.

Alan chose to join their ranks in his late thir es and a er comple ng a specialised
training course in journalism he discovered he had a “face for radio”.  Always working as a
freelance journalist for the BBC, his new career endured more than twenty years. During
this me he provided over 25,000 reports for many na onal radio programmes and the
regional BBC Radio Solent. He worked as a reporter, producer and presenter but carved out
a niche of his own as a roving reporter travelling across the south and central southern
England. He had a specially adapted mobile studio which was some mes thought to be a
TV Licence detector as it had several aerials, one of which could be extended to over 30
feet high.

We were told of how he met a nervous Bishop at the top of the par ally built
Portsmouth Cathedral, uncovered the naked truth of nudity in Alton; wrestled with snakes
on the Isle of Wight; boarded warships at sea; and met a luna c Frenchman who wanted a
Guinness Book of Record for using a drum kit at al tude in an old Dakota. He also: had to
used a high wire “ ght rope” interviewing an ar ste of the Moscow State Circus; ques oned
exhibitors at a rabbit show when the producer demanded that the rabbits could be heard
making a noise; and walked with
Royalty when HM Queen opened
t h e  fi n a l l y  b u i l t  P o r t s m o u t h
Cathedral. During his entertaining
talk Alan took his audience on a
journey of adventure, mishap and
fun, proving that “if something can
go wrong, it probably will, especially
if you are holding alive microphone”.

Fo r  m o r e i n fo r m a o n
a b o u t  t h e  P r o b u s  C l u b  o f
Basingstoke see  or phone their
Secretary Jonathan Ratcliff on 07501
271547 for an informal chat.
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Popley West: Many of our readers will
have known George Hood who was a Councillor
for Norden. George was also a school governor
at Merton Infant and Junior Schools for fi y
years and the chairman for a large part of that

me. George sadly passed away in November.
Davina, his loving wife, died a few days later
and they had a double funeral at the beginning
of December. Thank you to all who showed
their respect by lining part of the route or
going to the funeral. George was a kind and
wise man who was respected across all par es. 
The Abbey Road Post Office is now open for
business and hopefully, by the me this Popley
Ma ers is delivered, the newsagent part of
the shop will be stocked and opened. The first
customer was a lady from Sherborne St John
with a huge parcel who was pleased that she
didn’t have to lug it down to Shakespeare
Road Post Office only to find it was closed.
The official that was there told me that it could
be closed again if it is not used so please use
it or lose it. It took so much me and effort to
get it re opened so lets show just how much
it was missed by using it now.
Cllr Paul Frankum 01256 819924
cllr.paul.frankum@basingstoke.gov.uk
Cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924
cllr.jane.frankum@basingstoke.gov.uk

County Councillor Report: By the me this issue of Popley Ma ers is delivered the
decision for extra parking controls for Marnel Park will have been approved and will shortly be
introduced. All the comments and issues were considered and will be addressed. This has taken far
too long to get through but at last it will be implemented. Further consulta ons hopefully in near
future.
Hampshire County Council is asking people who live, work and study in Hampshire to have their say
on their proposed changes to the library service.
Visit h ps://www.hants.gov.uk/library-consulta on for more informa on and to fill out the consulta on
response form online. The consulta on is open from Thursday 9 January un l Wednesday 18 March
2020.There is a pe on to save South Ham and Chineham Library h ps:// nyurl.com/wsvfww4.
Chineham Library is well used and has many events through the year; on 18th February its Quirks
Animal Roadshow with live animals suitable for children from 4 years old. You will need to book ckets
so please phone 01256 478670; people use the library to study and use their computers; it is a mee ng
place for people of all ages; and so much more. If you value the library please sign the pe on and
respond to the consulta on. Cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924 email jane.frankum@hants.gov.uk.

Popley East: We are s ll ge ng issues
raised with us about bin collec ons in Popley
which are not yet at the level residents are
en tled to expect. Bins are either not collected
or returned properly to the collec on point. We
are always happy to assist residents and pleased
to hear about your experiences.
All residents can now request s ckers for their
bins where they can add their property number.
You can complete a form online under the
council’s website, bins and recycling – request
bin s ckers. This helps the crews to ensure that
the bin(s) is returned to the correct place a er
being emp ed.
Regre ably we are all experiencing regular
incidents of fly pping. Please report it online
through the BDBC website and we are happy to
assist where required. It is a serious offence to
fly p and sanc ons can be severe.
Following the refurbishment of Chineham House,
which we believe has been done well, we expect
all the flats to be occupied quickly under the
agreed local le ngs policy. Key workers who
have connec ons with Popley and who work in
local public services, including the NHS, will
occupy the flats thereby reinforcing their
connec ons with the local communi es.
Cllr David Potter 07941507801
cllr.david.potter@basingstoke.gov.uk
Cllr Janet Westbrook 07747335200
cllr.janet.westbrook@basingstoke.gov.uk
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Marie Curie Collection
Thank you very much for your generosity throughout

last year. In March we raised a fantastic £823.75 from
the Chineham shoppers and again, with the help of

Tesco in December, we raised another £427.69.
Marie Curie Care provides nursing for seriously ill people in their home;

currently this is not available in Basingstoke but there is an interesting project which
they are trialling along the M27 corridor to provide 24/7 care for those would normally
have to go into hospital because there is nobody at home to assist.  It is hoped this
will be tried in Basingstoke in the future.  Marie Curie Care also provides funds for
research into the best ways to provide end of life care which is shared with other
organisations. 

The Great Daffodil Day is the major fundraising event for the year.
If you have an hour or more to spare from 29 February - 28 March please call 

Sophie on 07798 638110 or visit mariecurie.org.uk/daffodil.
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Basingstoke police understand that the prospect of being burgled continues to be a large concern to the
residents of Basingstoke, as the most recent community survey proves. While we will do what we can to
investigate these incidents when they occur, we will continue to provide residents with relevant and
crucial burglary crime prevention advice, so that you have a better awareness of how you may protect
yourself and your belongings.

Remember – most of these offences are opportunist in nature – by taking even simple precautions you
can greatly reduce your likelihood of becoming a victim.

Remove temptation:

You are more likely to be burgled if your property is unoccupied, security is weak and the burglar thinks they will not be seen/
get caught.

- Keep valuable items out of view.
- Do not leave keys under doormats, or in easily accessible places.
- Keep any keys out of view and in a secure place.
- Keep tools and ladders in a secure place. They may use your own equipment to break in.
- Do not obstruct visibility of your house, as it will be easier for burglars to work unobserved. Keep fences and

plants no higher than waist height. 
- Hide financial documents.

Use security equipment:

Can make a real difference in delaying or deterring burglars, and you could potentially reduce insurance premiums if fitting
approved equipment.

- Take a look at your home, work out your security weak points. Imagine how you might get in if you had lost your
keys.

- Fit window locks. Easily visible locks may deter burglars as they would then have to then smash the glass. 
- Remove window keys, keep out of sight. 
- Have an intruder alarm system installed by an approved contractor. 
- Ensure alarm box is visible on outside of home.
- Use door chains and spyholes if someone comes to your front door.
- Do not be afraid to turn people away. If anyone concerns you ring the police.
- If you are a member of a ‘No Cold Calling’ or ‘Neighbourhood Watch’ zone, let people know by displaying stickers

in your window.

Look like you’re always in:

A lot of burglars will target empty homes as they are easier targets.

- Do not advertise your absence.
- Use timer switches, available from DIY stores, to switch on lights and other appliances.
- Get a friend or neighbour to collect your post, draw your curtains, park in your drive and make your home look

lived in.

Secure doors and windows:

A lot of burglars get in through open doors or windows.

- Every time you leave the house secure all doors and windows.
- If you are upstairs or in the garden, ensure downstairs is secured.
- Ensure doors and windows are locked at night.

Secure outbuildings:

- Do not leave valuable property in a shed that is not well secured (might be unlocked or in a bad state of repairs).
- Fit good locks. Padlocks used externally should be no less than 6cm wide and made of hardened steel (closed

shackle type is best).
- Garages may also be vulnerable. Do not be lured into false sense of security. 
- Make sure suitable lock is fitted and a shed alarm or similar is installed. A padlock with a hasp and staple on the

inside.

You can also register your possessions for free at www.immobilise.com – in doing so you will assist the police in returning
your property should it be lost or stolen.
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DOMESTIC OVEN
CLEANING  
By the UK’s largest oven

cleaning company 
Non-caus c 

Ovens, hobs, extractors and 
microwaves cleaned

Fresh solu ons every me 
Don’t forget we clean BBQs too!

01276 473118 
07882 886736
www.ovenclean.com 

Peter’s
Chinese Food and Fish &

Chips to take away
Unit 2, 1 Fair Isle House

Popley, Basingstoke
Hants RG24 9XD

(Maldive Road Straight Up)
Telephone Basingstoke
01256-328740

Telephone Orders (To Collect)
Opening Hours

Monday
5:00pm–10:00pm

Tuesday To Saturday
12noon–2:00pm and 5:00pm–10:00pm

Sunday & Bank Holiday Mondays Closed
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Chineham District Centre Disappointed on Library News
As you may be aware, Hampshire County Council is currently holding a public consulta on on
the future of library services in Hampshire. 
Tellon Capital, owner of Chineham District Centre, is very disappointed to hear of the prospec ve
closure of Chineham library. We appreciate, not only how important it is to the community, but
the benefits it brings, and underline our wish to have the library retained. We have responded
to the consulta on to state this and will be working with local stakeholders to establish what
can be done.
Although an integral part of Chineham District Centre, the library itself is owned by Hampshire
County Council and will not be impacted at all by the proposed enhancement of the Centre.
Further details on the consulta on, including how you can have your say on the proposed
c l o s u r es ,  c a n  b e  fo u n d  o n  H a m p s h i r e  C o u n t y  C o u n c i l ’s  w e b s i t e  a t
www.hants.gov.uk/abou hecouncil/haveyoursay/consulta ons/library-consulta on.

Kind regards,
Tom
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Hi All, Just to mix it up this month Alan
has wri en a brief account of his recent
trip to Popley pond in search of Great
Crested Newts;

According to many guides and manuals,
Amphibians such as Great Crested Newts
(GC N)  w i l l  beg in  to  emerge  f rom

hiberna on from late February onward, this was roughly true in the early years of forming
Popley conserva on volunteers in around 2005, a few of us were involved in light surveying
and then training towards obtaining a licence to handle them.  A er a few years of observa on
and recording I began to no ce the emergence of GCN consistently ge ng earlier in the
month of February - in line with early emergence of catkins, wildflowers etc. Of course, in
recent years climate change has become an issue with even earlier emergences of hiberna ng
animals and wildflowers.

Because of the very mild autumn and winter weather and recent heavy rainfall I decided to
take a trip up to Popley pond to see whether any Amphibians were on the move, as soon as
I got to the main pond, around 7:30pm, I saw that the water level was very high, probably
the second highest I have seen it in nearly 20 years. I wandered down towards the swales at
Appleton close and Barrington Drive, almost immediately I saw one or two adult GCN on land
along the walls of the bridges, I then went down into the ditches and walked the en re
length of the swale and saw 30 Male GCN, 13 Female GCN, about 50+ Male and Female
Smooth Newts, one or two Palmate Newts and two adult Frogs. All male newts had full
breeding crests and colours and were seen "cour ng". 

Suspec ng a cold snap in February which will set them back a bit, I just hope that the females
wont have laid their eggs too early because they will be destroyed by frost and freezing water
- the females will not be able to lay more eggs later if they have used up their reserves early. 

Climate change is real, how wildlife copes with it is important for us to study and understand
so that we can con nue our conserva on work effec vely.

The Nature Reserve is looking very good at the moment with thanks to local volunteers and
corporate work par es who have dome some fantas c and very valuable work over the last
few years. Long may it con nue - there is s ll a lot of work to be done though to preserve
this wonderful li le oasis that is home to a European protected species and many, many
more interes ng and diverse creatures.

So there you have it - love is in the air just in me for Valen nes Day. We love our Newts and
it’s great to hear about them thriving, let’s hope the weather holds out to protect their eggs!
As usual please check us out on Facebook ‘Marnel & Popley Conserva on Volunteers’ or
email us at popleyponds@gmail.com.
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M H AUTOS
SERVICE CENTRE

Unit 11 Vickers Business Centre
Priestly Road, Basingstoke

RG24 9NP

Servicing and repairs to all makes and models
cars and light commercials

Pre-MOTs/MOTs arranged by appointment
clutches, brakes, shockers

free fit exhausts, timing belts
tuning, welding, diagnostics checks

Motor vehicle specialist

Free delivery and collection service
Mobile & workshop facilities to suit you

For a friendly and personal service call Mark on
Tel: 01256 467707 Mobile: 07879 638650
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K.G.Matthews
Carpentry and Construction

All types of Carpentry
work including:

• Kitchen and Bedroom
units

• Stairs,
Locks and Doors

• Also Home
Improvements 

For a Friendly and Professional service call
Ken now on

07920003278
tadleycarpenters.co.uk
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Well January has come and gone so quickly. Over the festive period,
even though we at MHA were closed, we kept in contact with our
vulnerable members. We have had a lot of our members come down with
the common cold and flu like symptoms so we, as a team, have supported
them with any food shopping and any medical appointments. After all it

only takes a couple of minutes to make a phone call to someone to check in and make sure
they;re ok. If you have an elderly neighbour, friend, or relative a simple phone call goes a long
way to make someone's day.  

At MHA we are pleased to continue with all our activities and have some fabulous
days out planned for our members and any carers or family members that wish to come along
to support their loved ones and see their loved one shine through. The atmosphere of joy and
fun from our lovely members. 
We our always looking out for volunteers to assist us with activities or our Forever Befriending
Service. If you have a few hours to spare a week or a month and would like to give something
back to our community  there’s no better way than with MHA. We will complete DBS checks
and give you all the training that you require. 

Please email me at francesca.wildash@mha.org.uk or Telephone 07720680403.
Hope to speak to you all soon, and if you would like any further information of our

activities and how to join please contact me on the above number 
Many thanks Francesca Wildash

Dear Readers, 
I hope you had a beau ful Christmas and welcomed the New Year with renewed

vigour. With the turn of a New Year, many of us will be se ng resolu ons. O en these goals
comprise of ge ng fit, losing weight or saving more. Before we all rush into making a list of
marathons we want to run and the pounds we want to lose, we might want to reflect on the
past year, and where we were at the beginning of last year and where we are now. Time to give
us a chance to ruminate on the accomplishments and highs and lows of the past year, and even
of the past decade. 

Doing so could help us set clear, achievable steps to get to where we want to be and
how we want to feel by the end of 2020. We are all too aware of the feeling of failure when a
few weeks into January, all our will power has waned and we have cleaned that box of Christmas
chocolates in one si ng. This is some mes because of overambi ous resolu on se ng which
can represent a fantasy of perfec on. To ensure our goals for the coming year do not feel as
overbearing and overwhelming is to be specific on what we want to achieve. Big ambi ons can
be broken into small goals and simple ac onable steps. Simple examples are swapping the
elevenses cake for an apple, or vegetarian Wednesday, or an hour of screen-free me a day, or
a walk whenever there is a rain-free weekend. Preparing for poten al obstacles, which could
throw us off our goals along the way, is also important. By ensuring that we have solu ons to
overcome those poten al hurdles, we will be be er equipped to avoid or even accept them.
The aim is to make small changes which compounded over a year, can make a significant
difference. 

And remember, if all else fails, let’s change the feeling about the goal itself; let’s
embrace how and who we are and maybe good habits will gravitate towards us. Here is to a
year of good health and posi vity. 

Vina R Resident of Marnel Park 



Law firms Merge to Strengthen Position in Market
Leading Hampshire law firms Phillips Solicitors and Brain Chase
Coles Solicitors are pleased to announce that they merged on 1st
February, 2020. 

The new practice is now known as Phillips Solicitors, incorporating
Brain Chase Coles, creating a powerful regional law firm with true
legal strength.

Based at our Town Gate offices in London Street, Basingstoke, we believe that
combining forces is a positive move that will enable us to adopt best working
practices to benefit our clients.

Our clients will be able to access a broad spectrum of legal expertise including
commercial and residential property, corporate and commercial, litigation, family, wills
and probate, estate planning, employment, insurance and education law.

Howard Gardener, who was among the founders of Phillips Solicitors, said: "There is
a natural and positive cultural fit to both firms which is why the idea of a merger felt
right, right from the start. Our practice will now include 33 lawyers working across the
full range of practice areas. Importantly, the increased scale of the combined firm
offers broader choices for our clients."

Jon Coles, who was a partner of Brain Chase Coles, said: "As a combined firm, we
will now offer even greater strength and depth in our services to clients. We are
looking forward to continuing to work with our existing clients and getting to know our
new colleagues as we enter this next exciting stage in the evolution of our firm." 

To find out more about Phillips Solicitors, incorporating Brain Chase Coles, please
visit www.phillips-law.co.uk
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6th Basingstoke Boys’ Brigade 
Newsletter

We've started back at St Gabriel's after our Christmas break (a little bit longer than
usual, the staff needed another day off) and we've kicked off the year talking about the
young people's Christmas holidays and their new year resolutions they made. With the
year ahead we want them to focus on making a better Boys' Brigade, what kind of BB
do they want and how we can achieve it. We hope to make a better BB for those
already involved and future new members.
If you or you know someone who would be interested in trying a taster night our contact
information is at the bottom.

As part of our post Christmas catch-up chat we were discussing what skills we offer our
young people. There are lots of skills that our staff can teach but we would like to bring
new skills in from the community. Can you play a guitar and fancy giving a taster
course? Do you know how to correctly wire a plug? Can you teach them how to prepare
for an interview? If you fancy coming along and sharing your knowledge for one evening
then please get in contact.

We’re recruiting?
We are looking for new members to join both our age groups, 5-10yo and 10-18yo. If
you’d like to see what we are about come for a taster session on a Monday evening,
6:15 - 7:15pm (5-10yo) and 7:00-9:00pm (10-18yo). 
Contact us on 07775 535434 or drop us an email at 6thbasingstokebb@gmail.com.

Useful Numbers
101–This is the non-emergency police phone number. You should use it when there is no
immediate response required (e.g. for general enquiries and to provide information relating to
crimes in the past). It costs 15p per call when you call this phone number.
105–This is the phone number to call if you have a power cut in England, Scotland and Wales.
It will connect you to the relevant electricity network operator in your area. It’s free to call this
phone.
111–This is the non-emergency NHS medical advice number. You should use it when there is
no immediate response required. It’s free to call this phone number. 111 isn’t currently available
in Northern Ireland.
112–This is another way of contacting the emergency services (it’s equivalent to dialling 999).
You should use it to contact the emergency services (including police, ambulance, fire brigade
and coastguard). Calls to this phone number are free. 112 is a standardised phone number for
the emergency services that can be called in any EU country.
116XXX–116 phone numbers are pan-European helplines for children and adults in need. It’s
always free to call a phone number beginning with 116, wherever you are in the EU. The
helplines currently in operation in the UK are: 116 100–Hotline for missing children; 116
111–Child helpline (NSPCC); 116 123–The Samaritans.
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YOUR LOCAL
LOCKSMITH

Call:01256 464778
Mobile:07557343492

NO CALL OUT
CHARGES

FREE ESTIMATES
Locked out – Broken Key or Lock – Lost keys
Doors, Windows, Garages etc. + Hardware &

Accessories
Member of the UK LOCKSMITHS ASSOCIATION 
Fully Insured – Fully Guaranteed & DBS Checked

Email: m-wallace@outlook.com
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Over 55s Forum
The Basingstoke and Deane Over 55s Forum have agreed that towards the

end of January 2020 we will be able to bring in some of the 90 to 100 people on our
wai ng list to join, we have not had the number of members resigning to bring in all
those on the wai ng list. The Forum is looking forward to another good year in 2020,
by helping all the Over 55s in the Borough. Our 2019 Celebra on of the "Interna onal
Day for Older People" was a resounding success and the cket price of £6.00 was good
value. The 2020 Celebra on will be a challenge to beat the 2019  Variety show.

To start off our trips for 2020, we have a 3 day break to the Cavendish Hotel
at Exmouth, South Devon from 6 - 8 March for £99.00 which includes all coach travel,
dinner bed and breakfast, a free drink with your evening dinner, entertainment and
trip out.
27th March we have another trip to the "A ernoon at the Pictures" to see Calamity
Jane, with glass of Prosecco and popcorn: members £38.00 and Non Members £40.00.
From 17 - 20 April a four day break to Warners Lakeside at Hayling Island for "Late and
Live" break. includes all coach travel, three night’s dinner bed and breakfast, Warners
Lakeside Coastal Village, two half day excursions, evening entertainment: Members
£249.00 - Non Members £251.00.

From 28 May - 1 June, a 5 day break to Northumbria and Beamish "The Living
Museum of the North". This will include all coach travel, four night's dinner, bed and
breakfast admission to the Beamish "Living Museum of the North, return journey on
the South Tyneside Railway cruise on the river Tyne and journey on the Tanfield Railway:
£384.00 members - Non members £386.00.

On 13th June, a day trip to Osborne House on the IOW - final price to be
arranged.
More trip news and other informa on next month.

Thanks.
Gerald. (Secretary and Tour Manager)

MFC Popley Youth on Social Media.

You can get regular updates on Twitter, @MFC_PopleyYouth & by
usi ng  t he  ha shtags  #MFCP Y #REDand B LACKARM Y.  
MFC Popley Youth, FA Charter Standard Development Club & Nike
Partner Club, has a dedicated club page on Facebook (as well as
individual team pages), and you can also find us on Instagram.

We also have a dedicated club shop website where you can purchase kit and accessories
-www.clubwebshop.com/a-z/clubs/mfcpopley/.
For more information, or if you have any queries, please contact the club through our
main website: http://mfcpopleyyouth-co-uk.bisongrid.com or on any of the above
social media platforms. or on any of the above social media platforms.

Zak Collingwood
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Qualied Plumber and Property
Maintenance Services

Based in Popley

Bathroom and Kitchen rets
Plumbing and Heating

Certied Gas and Electric Works 
Plastering, Painting and

Decorating
Carpentry
Fencing

HANDYMAN SERVICES/
SMALL JOBS WELCOME

No call out charge
Free Estimates

Call Mickey
Tel No: 07888 828 542 

Email: mickeysh@hotmail.com

563148

G R AUTOS
SERVICES LTD

ALL YOUR MECHANICAL NEEDS

SERVICES, M.O.T.s, REPAIR WORK,
BRAKES, CLUTCHES, CAMBELTS, HEAD
GASKETS,  TYRES,  RECOVERY, AIR
CONDITIONING

LOCAL FREE COLLECTION AND
DELIVERY 

QUOTE THIS CODE FOR 10% DISCOUNT- TCS06

CONTACT:-GRAHAM HOBBS
07900675181

grhobbs52@hotmail.com



Tiny Steps Pre-school Now Open.
Tiny steps pre-school has been a pipe dream for a couple of years now, an idea between
friends to start out on a new adventure. Connie and I have known each other for over
10 years, originally working together in a brilliant local Nursery which our children
both a ended. They have known each other since 6 months old and have remained
friends despite going to different schools. 

When we first heard about Bermuda Community Hall in Popley being available we
decided it was me to go for it, with over 30 years of experience between us we felt
(almost) prepared!

We have been amazingly lucky to have a vast amount of support and encouragement
from various friends and family as well as help from the amazing team that run the
hall. Thank you Les and Janet.

Our pre-school finally opened on 6th January 2020 and we couldn’t be more excited.
We meet more and more lovely new families every day and look forward to mee ng
many more.

For more informa on or to follow us in our adventure please visit
us  add us on facebook @ nystepspreschoolbasingstoke or email
us on nystepspreschool@outlook.com 

Helen Heath
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Dear Friends,

Welcome to 2020! Bushfires in Australia, Volcanoes in New Zealand and the Philippines,
storm Brendan off the west coast of the UK and other extreme weather events in other
places coupled with the strongest warning yet from David A enborough and interes ngly
the IMF (Interna onal Monetary Fund) who tell us that the greatest threat to the global
economy is climate change.  Climate change? What climate change?  Or so someone I was in
conversa on with said to me.  “Do I actually believe it? It’s just the earth going through its
natural cycle of warming then cooling then warming again!” So this person said! Is it really?

This is what happened in one confronta on Jesus had with the religious authori es of his
day “They came to test Jesus and they asked him to show them a sign from heaven. He
answered them, “When it is evening, you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red.’ And in
the morning, ‘It will be stormy today, for the sky is red and threatening.’ You know how to
interpret the appearance of the sky, but you cannot interpret the signs of the mes.”
(Ma hew ch.3.verses 2-3).

It’s s ll the same today; we quite say glibly “red sky in the morning shepherds warning, red
sky at night shepherds delight.” And it usually works out that way doesn’t.  So why are we
ignoring all the signs of severe changes to our climate or worse recognising it but doing
nothing about it? 

We all have a collec ve responsibility for our climate, no ma er how small a voice or
contribu on we think we have or can make – something is be er than nothing.  I believe
absolutely that God created the heavens and the earth and that he gave us the responsibility
of caring for it – are we ready to accept that we’re not doing that great a job and are we
prepared to change.  It’s not just our children we have to educate but ourselves as well –
that’s if we want to leave an inhabitable planet for our children and for future genera ons!
Let’s take the signs of the mes seriously! Ok, rant over!

2020 also locally got off to a tragic start with the death of a young motorcycle rider, killed at
the junc on of Abbey Road and Popley Way. Our hear elt prayers go out to his fiancée and
his young children.  In St Gabriel’s we said a sad farewell to Pete Johnson a long-standing
member of our church and community.  Though it was a sad occasion it was a fi ng tribute
to a lovely man, and again our prayers go out to Pete’s family and friends.

Life in St Gabriel’s con nues to flourish and grow.  We recently had a Vision Day for the
church council (PCC) and others to explore the future of the church and our community.  One
of the reasons for the day was 2020 will be my last full year of ministry in St Gabriel’s before
re rement the following year.  Incredibly I will then have been at St Gabriel’s for 17 years and
every one of them (so far) has been an absolute blessing as I’m sure my remaining me will
be.  I hope that in this last period we may get to meet many more of you.  

With every blessing in Christ
Arthur

Vicar, St Gabriel’s
01256 324734


