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Your Local Family Post Office and Emporium 
Abbey Road (Shops) (01256) 323679

We sell lots of popular items including:-
• Play Lottery + Scratch Cards • Stationary • Party Items
• Gifts • Papers • Magazines • Hardware

• All Post Office Services

• Banking facilities also available
If you need anything and you don’t see it,

please just ask and we will do our best to get it for you.

Printed by Personalised Print  352434 Email:p.print@virgin.net

FASTFARE PHARMACY
UNIT 3 ABBEY ROAD SHOPS / 357637

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE
We fill your prescriptions at Fastfare Pharmacy from most surgeries. 
There is also a free collect and deliver service.  We also take

your repeat prescription, collect and deliver FREE OF CHARGE. NHS or
Private.

Among our many services we offer:- blood pressure check,
diabetic, cholesterol check-ups and monitoring. A private consultation
area for patients.  We advise on medication and treatment of minor
illness by our qualified Pharmacist.  Pregnancy advice and morning
after pill available.  We hold a comprehensive stock of motability
equipment for hire or purchase. Just ask and help us to help you.

For further details ring 01256 357637
Opening Hours

Monday-Friday 9am-7pm; Sat 9am-5pm



Editor Message:- We are back into print and it has been a mammoth
task to get it ready and taken two or three mes as much effort and me
for Paul and me to prepare. I hope you read and enjoy your community
magazine. Thank you to the lovely people who have helped especially
Chris our treasurer, Mar n our printer, Jeremy who helps to get the
Ma ers out; and not forge ng Paul who has had to reset everything.
Paul will con nue to also do the virtual copy  on the Facebook page Popley
Ma ers and I will share it around to other pages.
It has been a tough me for so many people and sadly not over yet; guess
it won’t be ll a vaccine is found. We can at least get to do some of the

normal things that we all took for granted before. I don’t know about you but it has made me
appreciate just how much freedom we have.
As you read through this copy you will see just how many things are star ng up again. I owe an
apology to The Spine Team who, on the virtual copy, I put temporarily closed and it wasn’t.Now
is the me to use your local shops and businesses. I no ced in the Abbey Road shops that the
Post Office sells an amazing amount of different goods sta onery, party bits, kitchen ware,
magazines, newspapers and, of course, the Post Office we all fought so hard to get where you
can even do your banking now.
We could do with some help in delivering Popley Ma ers - some of our
long term serving deliverers have said its me to re re, so thank you  to
you all for the many years of service to the community. If you have an
hour once a month to spare, we would love your help. Our deliverers say
they enjoy the walk and mee ng and cha ng to people they meet while
delivering your magazine. We also welcome ar cles; it could be about you
and your involvement in the community or about your hobbies or maybe
the group or ac vity you a end. Contact me at  or phone 819924 or drop
me a note through our door at 405 Abbey Road RG24 9EL.

The views in this publication are not necessarily the views of the editorial team, the members of the
committee, or the Popley Matters magazine.
Editorial Team:– Editor Jane Frankum; Sub–Editor Paul Frankum; Chair Terry Jones; Area Distribution Manager Jeremy Jackman
Martin Biermann;Treasurer Christopher Martin; Proof Reader Lorraine Beaney.
Distribution Team;- Hom Bahadur Pun; Jenny Bailey; Linda Banfield; Mollie Beeson; Amanda Bellemy; Mar n and Chansopha Bierman; MarkzBudden;
Lynne Cooke; Tricia Dennis; Melissa and Amelia Griffiths; Pat Hamilton; Stacy Hart; Stuart Humphries; Dee Jackman; Jeremy Jackman; Simon
Leadbe er; Cathy Li; Angela Lockwood; Christopher Mar n; Marta; Alan Marsden; Milly Mcgann; Mar n Meppam; Vera Mitchell; Sue Roux; Sheila
Rowland; Luke Simmonds; Alan Simpson; Chris ne Spencer; Arthur Taylor; Jean Taylor; Wendy Taylor; Chris ne Thresher; Gell Toungue; Richard
Townsend; Chucka Uju; Janet Ward; Carole Wheeler; and Carole We on.
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No ce from the Old Basing
Royal Bri sh Legion

This year’s Poppy Appeal and November’s Remembrance
event is fast approaching. Due to the Covid-19, restric ons this year
will look very different from previous years and I will keep you up to
date as soon as I have further informa on.

We are s ll collec ng used clothes and coins, both foreign
and pre-decimal, so please contact me if you have some you wish
to donate.

Also, if you wish to commemorate Remembrance with a poppy
wreath there are over 3,000 different emblems available so you can
pay your respects.

Please let me know if there is a specific tribute you would
wish to have on Remembrance Sunday.

I can be contacted on hampshire.chairman@rbl.community.

All money raised goes to the Poppy Appeal.
Tim Russell, Poppy Appeal Organiser

Old Basing Royal Bri sh Legion
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Dear Friends

We used to have a saying in the RAF “Constant change is here to stay – perhaps!”
Mostly because the shi ing sands of change were ever with us, wherever we were and
whatever we were doing. It’s a fact of service life. When I became a Chris an I read in a
Chris an magazine “Scien sts have a term for life forms that do not change and grow –
it’s dead!” Finally that gracious lady The Queen Mother once said that “you do not
grow old rather you become old by not growing.”

We are living in unprecedented mes and constant change is something we are going
to have to get used to living with, as hard and as difficult as it may be.  New ways of
being, living, working and using our leisure me and neither is Church excluded from
that list. Our hopes, dreams and desires can seem lost.  In the words of Mick Jagger and
the Rolling Stones song “You can’t always get what you want.”

Change is never easy, even for those who, like me, take enjoyment in its challenges. We
have had to find new ways of worshipping God together, new ways of taking funerals
and other key life events, new ways of reaching out and caring for one another. But
there are some concerns; will we ever get back to ‘significant normality’ as our Prime
Minister puts it?  Will we ever want to go back?

One of my chief concerns is the level of anxiety and fear that I meet almost every day in
some way shape or form.  There are those who are becoming ‘lockdown agoraphobics’
through the anxiety and stress of losing their perceived normality and who cannot find
those new ways of being and living, of establishing a new normal. I fear that in the long
term the damage to mental health may account for more lives than the virus itself.

Given all this I was pleased to see on social media a post that greatly encouraged me, it
read: “Make sure you test posi ve for faith.  Keep your distance from doubt, and isolate
yourself from fear. Trust in God through it all. Amen”. I hope that is something that you
will find encouraging as well.  In the Bible, in a le er wri en by St Peter, he writes
“Leave all your worries with Him (God) because He cares for you.’ One of the most
common phrases found in the Bible is “do not fear (do not be afraid)” 

In the midst of all the crazy stuff going on around us we don’t need to let fear, worry or
anxiety dictate our every thought or decision. “Cast all your cares on Him for He cares
for you!” He really does.  For more on this come along to St Gabriel’s or give me a
shout.

Every blessing to you and yours.
Revd. Arthur

01256 324734
www.stgabrielspopley.net
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Independent Funeral Directors

• Family run Funeral Directors with
traditional high standards
• Providing a caring dedicated and
professional service 24 hours a day,
365 days year
• Private and peaceful
Chapel of Rest
• Our Family caring
for your family
35-41 Essex Road
Basingstoke RG21 7TB

(24hrs)
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As one school year finishes and another will shortly begin, it would be foolish to
ignore the significant impact that the pandemic has had on all members of the local community.
As a school, we have faced many challenges over the past four months. 

Along the way, our staff have had to adapt to new scenarios, develop a remote
learning pla orm and ensure the wellbeing of our students is a priority. What is most pleasing
is the impact all of our efforts have had on the community. Students have been able to learn,
parents have felt our support and our school has provided consistency in an ever-changing
landscape. 

Despite extraordinary circumstances, we have been able to consistently operate at
a high level and keep the Everest spirit alive. Thank you to all staff, students and members of
the community; you have worked diligently and relessly over the last few months. 

Current circumstances mean we find ourselves facing a return to school on September
3rd, which in the first instance will not feel normal. We are however, extremely confident
that we are ready to deliver. We all must start the year feeling empowered to get back behind
the wheel, drive the school forward and move beyond our recent ‘Good’ Ofsted judgement.

We looking forward to welcoming all students back in a few weeks ready start ‘a
new normal’
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Popley West: You will have no ced the
blue railing fence around the front of Popley
Community Park the fencing around the back
will be less formal. The hedges have been cut
back making it easier to see coming out of Don
Allen Drive. More work will be done to the
entrance to the park and new play and green
gym equipment will be installed soon. Paul and
I have asked for more waste bins as the eleven
that are there now are not enough with the
growing popularity of the park. There will also
be more parking spaces near the MUGA Court
(Mul ple Use Games Area). The new equipment
will have items for all ages, making the park
for all the family, including disabled and old
like me! We were very disappointed and angry
to see the wanton vandalism to the picnic tables
and benches. Developer money may have paid
for the equipment but the upkeep will have to
be paid for out of all of our council taxes. 
Most dog walkers are taking the dogs mess
home or pu ng it in the bins around the park
however there are some selfish and lazy people
who do not clear it away. It can be harmful as
it can cause blindness especially if young
children get it on their hands. PCSOs are paying
par cular a en on to this; you may have seen
the posters? There are also posters in regard
to fly pping around the estates. Thank you
Persimmon for at last cu ng back the hedges

County Councillor Report: Thank you to all the wonderful people who came together to save
Chineham Library from being closed; it was a mammoth victory. It was wonderful to see residents
coming together from Chineham and Popley defending the library for our school children and many of
us older genera on who use it too. Sadly South Ham Library will close. Please use Chineham library so
we can keep the threat from future closing away. The library does a lot more than just loan out books.
Now that the phase one and two road and path improvements are completed by Hampshire County
Council in Popley East, the next phase will begin soon for Popley West.  They include a new path that
will be created from Tintern Close to the bus stop by Melrose Walk. There will also be a short path from
Abbey Road to the Apollo Hotel and Popley Community Park. In the work programme for later on is
that a new path will be created by the bus stop at the end of Abbey Road from Abbey Court and
Magnolia Court and up to the shops. However with all the cuts it may be a couple of years for those
paths.
I am campaigning on improvements for disabled access around the estates. I have got Abbey Road on
the work programme and I am in talks about the horrendous gap and step up across from Abbey Road
bridge to Oakridge. If you know of other places please contact me. Cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924
email:- jane.frankum@hants.gov.uk.

along Don Allen Drive a er many complaints
from Paul, myself and residents. We are pleased
they have done it, as requested, in me for the
new school year. 
We are glad that we are going back to weekly
bin collec ons as, in the few weeks that it was
fortnightly, there were lots of reports of
overflowing bins, maggots in some bins and
fly pping increased massively. If your bins are
missed please report it to the council on their
web site or phone 01256 844844.
Cllr Paul Frankum 01256 819924
cllr.paul.frankum@basingstoke.gov.uk
Cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924
cllr.jane.frankum@basingstoke.gov.uk
Popley East: "We continue to work with
residents and are able to undertake case work
remotely as required. Albeit many agencies
are offering limited responses during lock
down, we are achieving results for many
residents on the issues they face"
"We have a number of applications submitted
relating to new local projects. Decisions will
be taken on these regarding funding by the
end of August so we will report back on these
in a subsequent issue of Popley Matters "
Cllr David Potter 07941507801
cllr.david.potter@basingstoke.gov.uk
Cllr Janet Westbrook 07747335200
cllr.janet.westbrook@basingstoke.gov.uk
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Have your Say on Plans to Stamp out Dog
Fouling.

People are being asked to give their views on Basingstoke and Deane
Borough Council’s plans to get tougher on dog owners who don’t clear up after
their dog.

The council is proposing to introduce a borough wide Public Spaces
Protection Oorder taking a firmer stance on dog fouling in Basingstoke and
Deane and is asking people to have their say.

Evidence gained by the council demonstrates that dog fouling in public
spaces is a problem across the borough and therefore the council so it is putting
forward plans for a borough wide Public Spaces Protection Order for dog fouling
bringing tougher penalties.

The draft order makes it an offence if people do not clear up after their
dog has fouled in a public space and requires they carry with them an appropriate
means to pick up their dog poo and transport it to a bin after their pet has
fouled. If they do not comply they could receive an on the spot fine of £100 or
be prosecuted at the Magistrates’ Court. 

Cabinet Member for the Environment and Enforcement, Cllr Hayley
Eachus, said: “The majority of dog owners act responsibly and clear up their
pet’s mess but there are a minority that still do not and this lazy and selfish
behaviour cannot be condoned. Dog mess is unsightly, it’s dirty and it’s dangerous
and we have received feedback from residents where it has been a real issue
for those using public open spaces.

“We are asking for people to feedback on our proposal to impose this
order across the whole borough bringing a greater
consequence to irresponsible owners and giving the
council greater powers to enforce.”

People can their say online from Monday 10
Augus t  to  F r iday  18  Sep tember  a t
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/PSPO-dog-fouling
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Chinese Food and Fish &
Chips to take away

Unit 2, 1 Fair Isle House
Popley, Basingstoke
Hants RG24 9XD

(Maldive Road Straight Up)
Telephone Basingstoke
01256-328740

Telephone Orders (To Collect)
Opening Hours

Monday
5:00pm–10:00pm

Tuesday To Saturday
12noon–2:00pm and 5:00pm–10:00pm

Sunday & Bank Holiday Mondays Closed
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Basingstoke police are once again providing residents with some
fraud prevention advice, as it continues to be an issue that affects a
great many of us.
Fraud is the most commonly reported crime, and anyone can become
a victim, regardless of age, sex, or income. Every year the British
public loses billions of pounds to fraudsters who bombard us with
online, mail, door-to-door and telephone scams. Fraud occurs when
someone lies or deceives you in order to cause harm, most
commonly by taking money, and there are many types of fraud.

With this in mind Basingstoke police would like residents to bear in mind the following advice:

-Be suspicious! If it seems ‘too good to be true’, it usually is. There are no guaranteed
get-rich-quick schemes.

-Take time to consider offers or deals, do not be pressured into accepting things before you
have time to think. Insist on time to obtain advice before making a decision.

-Do not hand over money or sign anything until you have checked the credentials of the
company or individual.

-Never send money to anyone you do not know or trust, whether in the UK or abroad, or use
methods of payment that you are not comfortable with.

-Never give banking or personal details to anyone you do not know or trust. This information
is valuable so make sure you protect it.

-Always log on to a website directly rather than clicking on links provided by an email.

-Do not rely solely on glowing testimonials: find solid independent evidence of a company’s
success.

-Always get independent/ legal advice if an offer involves money, time or commitment. 

-Your bank or the police will never ask you for your 4-digit PIN or online banking password,
ask you to withdraw money for them, ask you to transfer money to a new account, send
someone to your home to collect cash or banking details, or ask you to purchase goods for
them.

-Do not be embarrassed to report a scam. Because the scammers are cunning there is no
shame in being deceived. By reporting you will make it more difficult for them to deceive
others.

-In Hampshire all fraud should be reported to Action Fraud, via www.actionfraud.police.uk, or
by phoning on 0300 123 2040. In addition, you may wish to report to the police direct by
calling 101.

You can find more information on the types of fraud and scams commonly used and how you
may better protect yourself from them on the Action Fraud website and the Hampshire
Constabulary website under the ‘Advice and Information’ section.

Page 24
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Heating & Plumbing

Heating Installations
Boiler changes/upgrades

Servicing
Breakdowns

Landlord Safety Checks
Power Flushing

212273RATED OUTSTANDING BY OFSTED 
PROVIDING EXCELLENT CHILDCARE FOR 2 – RISING 5 YEAR OLDS

SPACES AVAILABLE FOR SEPTEMBER 2020
IN OUR LARGE PURPOSE-BUILT PRESCHOOL

2 LARGE OUTSIDE PLAY AREAS 

Forest School (usually held in Basing Wood)

Currently held at Merton Junior School Woodland (COVID-19 precau on)

Visits available – Please book (socially distance)
PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE & FACEBOOK PAGES

FOR MORE DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT US BY ANY METHOD BELOW:

Website - h ps://www.mertonpreschool.co.uk

Facebook - h ps://www.facebook.com/mertonpreschool 

Email: mertonpresch@gmail.com

Tel: 01256 353100 (During School holidays: 07549268724)
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6th Basingstoke Boys’ Brigade 
Newsletter
With the lockdown lifting and some of our young people have been back at school,
Boys' Brigade Headquarters have sent us the great news that we can start to go
back to face-to-face meetings (but of course we will be wearing masks). 

Although we had great success with the virtual sessions we are really looking
forward to the face-to-face meetings so we can see the young people in the flesh.

Boys' Brigade HQ have supplied a set of comprehensive guidelines that build on the
government's rules. These have been put in place to bring us safely back together.
HQs have also designed and planned a range of activities that can be done during
the "new normal" and still be fun.

We will be sticking to these guidelines as we all want to get back to a normal group
meeting but, regardless of these changes, we are all looking forward to seeing the
young people again.

As of September we will be returning to St Gabriel's and trying to keep our session
times as close to normal as we can.

We will be continuing to hold our Anchor and Junior session at 6:15pm for an hour
but our Company session will be starting at 7:30pm and finishing at 8:30pm. These
sessions will act as bubbles so no staff can crossover.

If you're thinking of coming along and joining 6th Basingstoke Boys' Brigade then
please get in touch as we have limited spaces.

Due to COVID-19 the hall is still closed. However, we are looking to reopen
as soon as possible and we will release more updates in the next issue. We
look forward to resuming all the activities as soon as we can!

Thank you for your patience.
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M H AUTOS
SERVICE CENTRE

Unit 11 Vickers Business Centre
Priestly Road, Basingstoke

RG24 9NP

Servicing and repairs to all makes and models
cars and light commercials

Pre-MOTs/MOTs arranged by appointment
clutches, brakes, shockers

free fit exhausts, timing belts
tuning, welding, diagnostics checks

Motor vehicle specialist

Free delivery and collection service
Mobile & workshop facilities to suit you

For a friendly and personal service call Mark on
Tel: 01256 467707 Mobile: 07879 638650
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Carpentry and Construction

All types of Carpentry
work including:

• Kitchen and Bedroom
units

• Stairs,
Locks and Doors

• Also Home
Improvements 

For a Friendly and Professional service call
Ken now on

tadleycarpenters.co.uk
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Winning pr izes  whi le  he lp ing your
community has never been so simple!

The team at Basingstoke Voluntary Ac on
are working to deliver the new BanD
Community Lo ery across Basingstoke
and Deane. Par cipa ng not only offers
an exci ng chance to win prizes up to
£ 2 5 , 0 0 0  p e r  w e e k  b u t  a l s o  w h i ls t

effec vely works to raise money for the many good causes in our community.

The BanD Community Lo ery will be launched in September 2020 and anyone can
buy a cket for the draws! A cket gives you the chance to win prizes of up to
£25,000 for just £1 per week. Every cket has a 1 in 50 chance of winning a prize
every single week! That’s be er than the Na onal Lo ery and the Health Lo ery.

The goal is simple - to raise money within the community for the community.
Together, we will empower local good causes to raise money in a fun and effec ve
way. As well as the chance to win, each cket contributes valuable support to
community projects and good causes in the local area.

This is necessary because public funding by local authori es for anything other
than essen al services is likely to be reduced going forward, leaving our many
community groups and event organisers starved of vital resources.

Lo eries of this type are well established across the United Kingdom and have
helped thousands of good causes generate recurring income in a proven and secure
way.

If you are a local good cause then signing up is FREE.

Local good causes that commit to the BanD Community Lo ery will receive 50% of
all cket sales from supporters that sign up on your page. The charity will be paid
any sums due on a monthly basis.

What’s the catch? There isn’t one. No fees, no administra on, no hassle. All we ask
is that any charity that signs up shouts about the BanD Community Lo ery to their
supporters and community so as to increase cket sales and therefore funding for
the chari es by default.

Who can join? Any good cause opera ng within Basingstoke and surrounding area
can apply, just contact Neil Morrow (nmorrow@bvac on.org.uk) to register your
interest.



Wedding Delayed? Don’t Forget to Sort out your Will

For those who made plans for their wedding or civil partnership this
year, there is little doubt that the coronavirus has caused serious
disruption.

Understandably, many couples have decided to delay their special day
until next year.

Although it does not sound very romantic, it is worth remembering that a marriage or
civil partnership is a contract, which legally recognises your spouse or civil partner.

Couples who live together but who are not married or in a civil partnership are at a
disadvantage as there is very little provision for cohabiting partners should one die.

Claire-Marie Selwood, who is a Wills and Probate Solicitor at Phillips Solicitors
incorporating Brain Chase Coles explains: “Despite what many people think, there is
no such thing as ‘Common Law Marriage’.”

“If you die without a Will, your estate will be governed by the Rules of Intestacy, and
your life partner/cohabitee will not be classed as your next of kin. The Rules of
Intestacy will determine how your property is divided and distributed irrespective of
the number of years you have lived together. This could result in your estate being
divided amongst your surviving family members to the exclusion of your life
partner/cohabitee and this may not be what you would want to happen.”

“Therefore, I would strongly advise cohabiting couples who are postponing their
wedding or civil partnerships to make a Will.”

Ordinarily, a Will made prior to marriage is automatically revoked once the marriage
has taken place unless the Will is explicitly made in contemplation of that marriage.

“We can easily arrange for a Will to be drafted with a clause that incorporates the
intention to marry or form a civil partnership.  This means you don’t have to wait until
after you are married to make your Will,” said Claire-Marie.

“They provide clarity and peace of mind. If you are not sure when
your wedding of civil partnership will take place, you can use the
time in the lead up to your delayed nuptials to make suitable
provision for your future spouse or civil partner.”

For more information about making a Will please contact
Claire-Marie Selwood by calling 01256 854622, emailing
claire-marie.selwood@phi ll ips- law.co.uk or by visi t ing
www.phillips-law.co.uk/wills-probate.
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Rhys Marshall
07388812720
rhysmarshall@hotmail.co.uk

RM Carpentry
All aspects of carpentry
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Update on behalf of Chineham Medical
Practice Patient Participation Group.

COVID-19 has presented us with a substantial challenge over the past
few months and the Chineham Medical Practice wanted to thank
patients for their support, patience and resilience during this time. Out
of necessity the way care for patients has changed in order to keep
both patients and staff safe. This has meant all initial contacts are now
made through telephone or video call.

The practice has seen that a lot of the work people would previously
attended the practice for, can be delivered safely and effectively via
phone and more recently video consultation. In the future in the next
phase of how we manage COVID-19, the normal care provided for
patients will start to resume, although how this is safely and efficiently
achieved is still be considered.

If you haven’t already and need advice, why not try using our online
consultation, e – consult?  This is accessible through the practice web
page. You can use this to ask questions about new or existing
problems and can submit helpful information about long term conditions
like blood pressure monitoring. The practice aims to respond with these
in 48 hours and often this will be via a text message.  Text messages
are playing an increasingly valuable role in both in giving information or
advice and also helping GPs understand your issues better. Pictures
can now be sent in reply which has helped manage things remotely.
Similarly, utilising video consultations regularly have been an effective
way of managing many conditions and allows you to remain in the
comfort and safety of your own home. There may still be times when
you need to physically see a doctor / nurse / health care assistant and
this can be done at the practice with full protective equipment.

It is difficult to predict for how long these arrangements will be
necessary.  Your support and help to deliver the safest and most
effective service is appreciated.  Thank you.

If you are interested in finding out more about joining the patient
participation group please contact: Karen Nicholls Tel: 01256 479244



Page 12

Recrui ng Support Workers 
The Loddon School provides a home and an educa on for children aged 8-19 who
have excep onal support needs associated with au sm and learning difficul es.

Join our team:
h p://www.loddonschool.org/work-for-us/

recruitment@loddonschool.co.uk

01256 884 639
Hello Popley,
Well another month has passed by and we at MHA are still
out and about supporting our wonderful members as and
when we are needed. We now have our summer programme
in place with a variety of activities on Zoom and on You
Tube for all our members to enjoy and help to keep active.

We are still working alongside Oasis Cafe aka “Penny's Meals on Wheels” and delivering
freshly cooked meals and yummy puddings to our members at a cost of £5 per two
course meal. 
We are currently working on initiating the safe distance one-to-one meet ups, which I
am very much looking forward to doing. I know I have missed each and every single
one of our members.
We are always looking for volunteers to help with telephone befriending and one-to-one
befriending sessions and also help at our activities that we provide. All the training and
DBS checks are done at no cost to you.
If you know of a family member or maybe a neighbour or friend who are isolated and
maybe a bit lonely and need that little extra boost to enjoy life more, please get in
contact with myself on 07720680403.

Many thanks 
Francesca Wildash 
www.mha.org.uk Page 17
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MS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
QUALIFIED PLUMBER & HEATING

LOCAL HANDYMAN SERVICE
No job too small

Plumbing & Hea ng 
Pain ng & Decora ng  
Cer fied Gas and Electric Works
Carpentry

MICKEY 07888 828542
mickeyfish@hotmail.com

563148

ALL YOUR MECHANICAL NEEDS

SERVICES, M.O.T.s, REPAIR WORK,
BRAKES, CLUTCHES, CAMBELTS, HEAD
GASKETS, TYRES, RECOVERY, AIR
CONDITIONING

LOCAL FREE COLLECTION AND
DELIVERY 

QUOTE THIS CODE FOR 10% DISCOUNT- TCS06

CONTACT: -GRAHAM HOBBS
07900675181

grhobbs52@hotmail.com

For Sherborne St John
6 hours a week around the Village at times to

Suit you.
All equipment provided.

This is a salaried position which might interest a 
Student or semi-retired person.

Please contact the Parish Clerk for more details.
Tel 01189332379

Email clerk@sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk
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Want to get away? Need that holiday ?
I am an independent travel agent providing:
 Package Holidays, Cruises, Car Hire, Activities,

Accommodations including hotels, Villa’s and
Lodges and much more. 

 Specialising in LGBTQ safe Holiday’s,
Honeymoons and Wedding destinations

Why spend hours trawling through the Internet
finding your holiday when you can get someone

else to do it for free – YES FREE. My services are
completely free. I do all the groundwork so 

you don’t have too.

I have a booking portal of over 1.8 million hotels
worldwide and I have access to 40 ABTA and ATOL
protected preferred partners…. Travel further with 

Malcomber Travels.
Contact me at louise@malcomber.com

or 07375967288
www.facebook.com/malcombertravels

EVEREST HEALTH and LEISURE
CENTRE IS BACK OPEN FOR BUSINESS

GYM, BADMINTON, OUTDOOR FOOTBALL
TO SEE HOW SAFE AND SECURE THE FACILITY IS, COME AND HAVE

A FREE* SESSION IN THE GYM DURING SEPTEMBER
NO HARD SELL – JUST ENJOY!

CALL 01256 337573 TO BOOK A SESSION – NO WALK UPS AT THE
MOMENT

YOU WILL NEED TO FOLLOW OUR PROTOCOLS – DISTANCE,
SANITISE, CLEAN, ONE WAY

SESSIONS ARE 80 MINS, 15 PERSON MAX FOLLOWED BY 10
MINUTE SPOT CLEANING BY STAFF IN BETWEEN
FILL IN A PARQ (Health Ques onnaire) AND GO

*One session per person
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Introduc on 

Founded nearly 40 years ago, the UK U3A movement encourages people who are no
longer working full- me to come together to develop their interests, make new
friends and have fun.  There are now more than a thousand U3As spread around the
country.  A short film (less than 90 seconds) outlining the benefits of joining this
amazing movement can be viewed at www.basingstokeu3a.org/membership-benefits

What we offer 

Basingstoke has a thriving U3A organisa on which has been running for 21 years.
Around 700 re red or semi-re red people come together in more than 40 groups
which meet across Basingstoke.  There are recrea onal and social ac vi es plus a
wide range of study groups.  With pas mes ranging from sports to music, games to
cra s, and arts to science, there’s something for everyone.  As a member, you can
take part in as much or as li le as you want.  Our mee ngs are always friendly and
informal, so why not join us?  You can try out as many groups as you wish over the
autumn for a single payment of only £5.

We also offer excursions and holidays across the UK and overseas.

In most months, we normally hold a mee ng open to all members to update them on
group ac vi es and ma ers of general interest and usually with an external guest
speaker. 

Current ac vi es 

During Covid-19 we con nue to thrive, even during lockdown and social distancing.
More and more of our groups are devising ways of keeping in touch safely, and we
keep our website up to date.  Please have a look at the latest opportuni es on
www.basingstokeu3a.org or, if you are uncomfortable with technology, ring our
na onal office on 020 8466 6139.  They will be able to redirect you to us locally.

We are running an ever-increasing number of groups again, and outdoor groups are
now able to run subject to Government guidelines.  The croquet group is opera ng
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with a reduced number of members par cipa ng.  The cycling group members are
keeping ac ve with group rides, keeping to six in a group and separate leaders, plus
a cycling treasure hunt and an online mee ng each week to give the answers to the
clues.  Strings and Things members now play in the Group Leader’s garden once a
month, and walkers are out and about again, arriving in separate cars with six
walkers per group.

Most indoor groups cannot yet meet indoors, but our Line Dancing group has
started again.  Further, a number of enterprising groups are con nuing to meet
using online technology:

• Needles & Pins meets every two weeks, to showcase members’ work and have a
general catch-up. 

• History have had a presenta on on WWI and WWII communica ons. 

• Poetry Apprecia on choose two poems to review and read one.

• Science & Technology have a fortnightly presenta on by a volunteer speaker from
the group, followed by a Q&A session.

• Biography, Literature, Environment and Simply Sewing are shortly going to hold
online mee ngs.

Badminton and Table tennis will restart in September.
So if you’re looking to develop new interests, make new friends and have fun, we’d
love to hear from you!

Members of the Cycling group enjoy a well-earned break


