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Your Local Family Post Office and Emporium 
Abbey Road (Shops) (01256) 323679

We sell lots of popular items including:-
• Play Lottery + Scratch Cards • Stationery • Party Items
• Gifts • Papers • Magazines • Hardware

• All Post Office Services
• Banking facilities also

available
If you need anything and you don’t see it, please just ask and

we will do our best to get it for you.

Printed by Personalised Print  352434 Email:p.print@virgin.net

FASTFARE PHARMACY
UNIT 3 ABBEY ROAD SHOPS / 357637

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE
We fill your prescriptions at Fastfare Pharmacy from most surgeries. 
There is also a free collect and deliver service.  We also take

your repeat prescription, collect and deliver FREE OF CHARGE. NHS or
Private.

Among our many services we offer:- blood pressure check,
diabetic, cholesterol check-ups and monitoring. A private consultation
area for patients.  We advise on medication and treatment of minor
illness by our qualified Pharmacist.  Pregnancy advice and morning
after pill available.  We hold a comprehensive stock of motability
equipment for hire or purchase. Just ask and help us to help you.

For further details ring 01256 357637
Opening Hours

Monday-Friday 9am-7pm; Sat 9am-5pm



Editor:Popley Community Park is nearing comple on; the fencing
and plan ng is done and the rest of the gym equipment is installed
too. Paul and I are glad at least for one reason that the year extension
for the next elec on has given us me to see the park get to what
has been our vision for so many years. Sadly, in May, we cease to be
Councillors; it was not of our choosing and are hurt and upset that
we can’t carry on. Let’s hope that whoever is elected has the love for
Popley that my family has in the 50 years that we have lived and
served here. We are NOT re ring voluntarily it has been forced upon

us in circumstances beyond our control. We have been here for Popley for many years
and between us we have served equal to 65 years as Councillors, both borough and
county.  The other knock-on affect is that the May Popley Ma ers will be the final copy
as Paul will be looking for full- me employment and of course it will mean training etc.
Sadly we won’t have the me; I am sure you realise it takes a lot of me to produce your
copy each month. Paul and I did our Borough Councillor roles full me. 20+ years ago
Popley was a very different place to what it is nowbut the one thing that hasn’t changed
is the great community and the very generous hearts of the residents, and it con nues
with the new developments. We will miss being here to help people
on so many different things and so many different levels. 
If you want to write in with memories please do and email to us.  I
will s ll keep the Popley Ma ers Facebook page “Popley Ma ers”
but there will not be any copies of the monthly magazine. However
we can all s ll chat to each other and share any news. If you have any
ques ons for Popley Ma ers Contact me by on phone 819924, drop
me a note through our door at 405 Abbey Road RG24 9EL or email
editor@popleyma ers.org.uk.

The views in this publication are not necessarily the views of the editorial team,
the members of the committee, or the Popley Matters magazine.
Editorial Team:– Chair Terry Jones; Editor Jane Frankum; Sub–Editor Paul Frankum; Treasurer Christopher Martin; Proof Reader
Lorraine Beaney. Area Distribution Manager Martin Biermann; Jane Frankum and Jeremy Jackman. 
Distribu on Teams- Hom Bahadur Pun; Jenny Bailey; Linda Banfield; Chansopha Bierman; Mar n Bierman; Arthur Botham; Mark
Budden; Lynne Cooke; Patricia Dennis; Marie Edwards; Tony Frankum; Marta Frezewi e;  David Gambrell; Nicci Gambrell; Pat
Hamilton; Stacy Hart; Stuart Humphries; Dee Jackman; Jeremy Jackman; Robert Kerr;  Simon Leadbe er; Cathy Li; Angela
Lockwood ; Alan Marsden; Milly Mcgann; Mar n Meppam; Vera Mitchell; Ryan Olsen; Zoe Restall; Sue Roux; Tory Searle; Luke
Simmonds; Alan Simpson; Chris ne Spencer; Arthur Taylor; Chris ne Taylor; Jean Taylor; Wendy Taylor; Chris ne Thresher; Richard
Townsend; Chucka Uju; Janet Ward; and Carole Wheeler.
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Chineham Library Temporary Closure
I am wri ng to let you know that Chineham Library will be temporarily closed to browsing
Monday 26 April 2021 – Friday 14 May 2021 inclusive, reopening on 15 May 2021.

This temporary closure is to facilitate a refurbishment programme which will enable the
reloca on of the School Library Service from South Ham Library into Chineham.
Improvement works will include crea ng a new workspace for School Library Service, and
reloca on of Chineham’s children’s library to accommodate this move.

During the closure period, collec on of Ready Reads and Reserva ons will con nue.

Customers will have access to all other local libraries and can make use of our e-resources
available through our website: www.hants.gov.uk/library

During the closure, neighbouring libraries in Basingstoke and Tadley will remain open and
able to provide service to our Chineham customers. 

If you do have any ques ons, please contact either the Area Manager, Samantha Whi ng,
samantha.whi ng@hants.gov.uk or the Library Team Manager, Marianne Dolan,
marianne.dolan@hants.gov.uk  

We look forward to welcoming you back into our Library following comple on of the works. 
Yours sincerely,

Kim Hawker
Library Team Manager

Healthwatch Hampshire is Asking People What Matters to Them When it Comes to Health
and Social Care

Healthwatch Hampshire is running a health priorities survey to find out what matters to the
people of Hampshire when it comes to health and social care services for this year.

Now that there is a road map out of the pandemic, and the vaccine roll-out is well under
way, they want to know what matters to people when it comes to health and social care
services across the County:

What are the big health priorities looking beyond COVID-19?

What areas should they - as the independent champions for health and
social care locally - be focused on for the rest of this year?

You can complete the survey here http://bit.ly/3tpNHiP or share your views with them via
their website www.ii.co.uk.  The survey is running until the end of April and the results will
be published in May.
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Independent Funeral Directors

• Family run Funeral Directors with
traditional high standards
• Providing a caring dedicated and
professional service 24 hours a day,
365 days year
• Private and peaceful
Chapel of Rest
• Our Family caring
for your family
35-41 Essex Road
Basingstoke RG21 7TB

(24hrs)

Page 27

As Everest students return to school, staff, pupils and the wider
community have been integral to ensure both students and staff are
continuing to learn and teach in a safe, COVID-19 secure environment,
in these paramount times. Paul Grills, Headteacher, said the focus of the
four weeks to Easter will be to settle students back in school, with many
health and safety steps remaining in place, including Year Group bubbles,
Year Group entrances, playground areas and exits, and increased
ventilation and hygiene routines.

He added: “Staff have been working hard to plan, prepare and
welcome all students back. I would like to thank all students, parents
and carers for their ongoing support of the school during this time.” 

Since welcoming back all Everest students and staff, pupils have
settled into the friendly and vibrant learning environment, as they continue
to succeed through good learning routines and accessible wellbeing
support. 



County Councillor Report and Popley West: This will be the final Councillor report as Paul
and I say goodbye as Popley Councillors a er 45 years of service between us and a further 20 years as a County
Councillor. We can assure you it was not what we wanted and it would have been nice to have been able to choose
when we re re. As we look back from 1998 when I was first elected, Popley was very different and we have worked
with many other Councillors as they came and went. What did we achieve? Some of our highlights are The
regenera on of Popley: new homes including Marnel Park, Merton Rise, Spiers Meadow, Everest, Glaziers and
Austen Court. The final of the six phases is drawing near and soon there will be new shops opening too. For
educa on we have seen Everest Community Academy, extensions to all our primary schools and a brand new SEN
school, Austen Academy. We campaigned and got Abbey Road Post Office reinstated with Dev and Nayna, and a
few years before we did the same with the pharmacy. One of the latest campaigns was to save Chineham library
that many of our Popley families students and our older genera on used. We have seen and been involved in the
building of care homes, Marnel Lodge being the latest one.  Community facili es included the refurbishment and
upgrading of all the community centres: Popley Fields, Bermuda Hall, Melrose Hall and St Gabriel’s Church, Marnell
Bowl, Base 2000 the Scout headquarters and, with the help of more S106 money, the upgrading of all the play
areas, and worked with all the Councillors for the Splash Pad. But you won’t be surprised that the jewel in the crown
is Popley Community Park that took 45 years from when we first started campaigning for the then wasteland, that
was used as a dumping ground and the council used it to burn branches etc, to be a family park for all ages and
abili es. It is just about be finished at the same me as
we are. We have dealt with parking issues; s ll a long
way to go but we made a good start: new disabled bays
and started on ge ng be er dropped kerbs. The issue
of access is now on the work plan. This summer will see
a new path from Tintern Close to the bus stop.  There
were rou ne works like overhanging hedges and trees,
potholes and the ever ongoing crumbling walls that we
had started ge ng replaced by safer and sturdier railings.
Melrose Walk had serious issues with their waste collec on
and now have at least a chance to recycle. Some of the
most rewarding was casework like: new street signs that
were damaged; other items that you would not of known
or maybe no ce included saving residents from evic on,
or  i f  m ade  ho m eles s  he lp ing  them  to get  ne w
accommoda on; issues with schools and council; ge ng
the repain ng of markings and white lines; removing fly

pping ;and so many other things. I guess the highlight
for me was when I became the first ever female Labour
Mayor since 1641 and Paul followed me as Mayor. We
raised over orty four thousand pounds and were able to
financially help fi y three local groups and chari es.
What can we say about Popley Ma ers? May, will be the
final copy of Popley Ma ers as Paul will be concentra ng
on a new career. Popley Ma ers has seen its highs and
lows and all too o en gone into debt but we propped it
up and kept it going and can proudly say there has been
a Popley Ma ers without any gaps. The whole family has
been commi ed to Popley from the first day we moved
into Abbey Road in January 1971 and Ken’s final thoughts
were “Look a er Popley”. Well Kenny, I think you would
be proud of what we have achieved.
Cllr Paul Frankum 01256 819924
cllr.paul.frankum@basingstoke.gov.uk
Cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924
cllr.jane.frankum@basingstoke.gov.uk
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Popley East: This will be our last contribu on prior to
local elec ons on 6 May. Whether or not we con nue as
Councillors will depend on the electorate. Either way we
wish to thank the residents of Popley East and Popley
more generally for their support over many years, which
makes our work worthwhile and fulfilling.

We have also been fortunate in working as a
team with Councillors Jane and Paul Frankum and Jane’s
advice as a County Councillor in addi on to her work as a
Borough Councillor has been invaluable.

We secured funding for two play areas at
Guernsey Close and Chineham Park. The total cost will be
in excess of 125k. with the work to be undertaken in the
new financial year. We will publish the metable when it
is agreed.

We know that a number of play areas in the
ward are in a similar condi on and we will con nue to try
to secure funding for these to be upgraded.

There are constant reports of mopeds being
driven dangerously on footpaths within the ward. Please
report these to the police on 101 – these calls are recorded.

The environmental improvements (ERS) for
Popley Islands West are currently being carried out. 

This includes clearing green spaces, improved
paths, and be er landscaping.

P l a c e s  c o ve re d  i n c l ud e  To b a g o  C l o s e ,
Tewkesbury Close, Jersey Close and Guernsey Close,
Falkland Road, Anglesey Close, Malta Close and Pershore
Road.

Con nue to stay safe.
We remain available, details below. 

David Potter 07941507801
cllr.david.potter@basingstoke.gov.uk
Cllr Janet Westbrook 07747335200
cllr.janet.westbrook@basingstoke.gov.uk
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Chinese Food and Fish &
Chips to take away

Unit 2, 1 Fair Isle House
Popley, Basingstoke
Hants RG24 9XD

(Maldive Road Straight Up)
Telephone Basingstoke
01256-328740

Telephone Orders (To Collect)
Opening Hours

Monday
5:00pm–10:00pm

Tuesday To Saturday
12noon–2:00pm and 5:00pm–10:00pm

Sunday & Bank Holiday Mondays Closed

Now	Taking	bookings
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Probus Hears about Communist Czechoslovakia
Prague, capital of today’s Czech Republic, is a popular tourist
des na on. Few western tourists were seen forty years ago when
Probus Club member, Paul Flint, became a regular visitor over
the following twelve years.

Czechoslovakia was part of the Eastern Bloc controlled by the
Soviet Union. The 1968 Prague Spring, led by Alexander Dubcek,

was overwhelmed by Warsaw Pact troops as protec on against imagined invasions by NATO.

Democracy started in late 1989 with the Velvet Revolu on, led by playwright Vaclav Havel.
73,000  Russian troops departed.

At Prague airport, if it proved that money had been exchanged on the black-market, any goods
were seized and any Czech Crowns confiscated. Special shops had western goods that could
only be bought with hard currency – no ques ons asked.

Mee ngs in Prague were with a trading house, my company being their UK venture partner for
selling and servicing Czechoslovak made prin ng presses.

European dealer mee ngs were held at the factory near to Brno, in the south of the country.
To entertain their guests, trips were made to glass engravers and vineyards which produced
some excellent wines and champagne style products.

Once we collected a rental car from Vienna airport and drove to Brno. One day we were
stopped by a Russian soldier aiming a machine gun. Fortunately, we had with us a lady from
the trading company who spoke Russian, but I wondered what might have happened to us if
we had been on our own.

Representa ves from the manufacturers and trading company visited the UK annually. Despite
being forbidden for them to be entertained, we saw many West End musicals and dined well.

There was substan al investment by western companies in Czechoslovak businesses with the
most well-known being the takeover of Skoda by Volkswagen. As the owner of two Skoda cars
over the last six years I can cer fy their reliability and quality. The Velvet Revolu on worked.

See www.probusbasingstoke.club

Page 24
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Supply and Fit
Carpet and Vinyl

Flooring Fitter

Bermuda Community Hall
Due to COVID-19 the hall is closed except for Tiny Steps
pre-school which is open; for
further details ring Helen or Connie
on 07907815270.

There is no hall hire, however if
restrictions are lifted, we hope to
resume activities.

Thank you for your patience!
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SPRING BREAKS INTO ACTION 

- AND WE FOLLOW ON

Our outdoor activities leap into life

Days are getting a little longer, the end of lockdown a little closer, and our
u3a groups are raring to go.  We’re keeping to the rules of course, with our
croquet, cycling and walking groups planning to start back in March and
April.  And for our photographers, the ‘Walking with your Camera’ group is
on the move as well.  Although unfortunately we can’t actually go on our
excursions and holidays together at the moment, planning is well underway
for later in the year, and bookings are coming in thick and fast.

And our indoor groups get ready too 

Email and Facebook have kept lots of us in touch with each other through
recent months, and many groups have transferred their regular meetings to
Zoom for the time being.  Amongst these, our Literature Group is currently
reading The Enchanted April, our historians are learning about Ukraine’s
past, and the Environment Group is looking at the changing climate.  Needles
and Pins members have started a new project for a wildlife centre in Cornwall
and are making woollen nests for the small birds and animals there.  Wool
is available if you’d like to join in.  And to our delight, our bridge players
have gone one step further and won a nationwide tournament!

But there are many more pursuits waiting in the wings to restart too.  Groups
like line dancing, badminton and table tennis are looking forward to leading
the way again, and we’re working hard to try to set up new groups like
walking football or walking netball.  Please have a look at the full range of
activities on our website.  Don’t forget you can join in with as many as you
like for just one membership fee - £15 will give you all sorts of fun with us
through to August and perhaps without the need for you to be online.  You’ll
be made very welcome by everyone.  

facebook.com/Basingstokeu3a
website: www.basingstokeu3a.org

email: basingstokeu3aenquiries@gmail.com
phone: 07787 520 281
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M H AUTOS
SERVICE CENTRE

Unit 11 Vickers Business Centre
Priestly Road, Basingstoke

RG24 9NP

Servicing and repairs to all makes and models
cars and light commercials

Pre-MOTs/MOTs arranged by appointment
clutches, brakes, shockers

free fit exhausts, timing belts
tuning, welding, diagnostics checks

Motor vehicle specialist

Free delivery and collection service
Mobile & workshop facilities to suit you

For a friendly and personal service call Mark on
Tel: 01256 467707 Mobile: 07879 638650
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Carpentry and Construction

All types of Carpentry
work including:

• Kitchen and Bedroom
units

• Stairs,
Locks and Doors

• Also Home
Improvements 

For a Friendly and Professional service call
Ken now on

tadleycarpenters.co.uk
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In the Basingstoke area we continue to receive reports that people’s cars are being
broken into, tampered with or stolen. As a result we would like to keep residents up
to date with relevant crime prevention advice, so that you have a better awareness of
how you may protect yourself and your belongings.

Remember – most of these offences are opportunist in nature – by taking even simple
precautions you can greatly reduce your likelihood of becoming a victim.

• When leaving your car, close all windows and lock your car. This is the best way to protect your
belongings.

• Upon locking your vehicle try your car door to ensure it is actually locked!

• Take all your personal possessions with you and do not leave items on display.

• Even items of little value, such as shopping bags and clothing, may tempt a potential thief to break
into the vehicle to see whether they contain anything worth stealing. They may even be tempted by
such things as coins for the car park, sunglasses, packs of medication or other items that can earn
quick cash.

• If your car does not already have an alarm or immobiliser, consider having a Thatcham approved
product fitted.  

• Keep your car keys away from any windows and doors to prevent them from being "fished" through
letterboxes, or seen by opportunist thieves.

• Ensure that your front door is locked correctly (lift handle and turn the key if UPVC door). 

• If keys have been taken, change car locks immediately.

• Register your possessions for free at www.immobilise.com – in doing so you will assist the police in
returning your property should it be lost or stolen. 

• Secure your number plates with tamper-resistant screws. The easiest way to change the identity of
a stolen vehicle or avoid speeding tickets and parking tickets is to fit stolen number plates. Using
security screws to attach your vehicle’s number plates makes it harder for thieves to get your number.

• Fit locking, anti-tamper wheel nuts to secure alloy wheels. Stolen wheels are valuable, either as parts
or for their scrap value. Using locking wheel nuts reduces the risk of your vehicle’s wheels being
stolen.

• Secure anything that’s on the outside of your vehicle. Anything left on roof-racks, tailgate racks,
holiday top boxes or in tool chests are easily stolen when the vehicle is parked. The use of cable locks,
padlocks and self-locking tools chests, which are secured to the vehicle, makes them more secure,
but still, don’t leave things in them if you can avoid it.

• Report all suspicious activity or offences to the police. Even if we cannot take immediate action it well
help us build a better picture of the issue which will help us combat it more effectively in the long-run.

I hope you find this information useful.

Regards, PCSO Holt, 16552.

Hello Popley 
Well its certainly cold out there. I did have fun in the January snow with my
daughter and now February is upon us, it’s light drifts off snow as am I sat
here writing this.
At the start of February we, as a staff team across Hampshire, all had our

first COVID-19 injections, I honestly didn’t feel a thing but the day after oh boy did I have a
heavy achey arm, but I’m thankful I’m have had my first injection. 
We are currently still out and about supporting our members with meals on wheels, (in
partnership with Oasis Café), food shopping, medication pick ups, Zoom sessions, cake
delivery and the forever thankful telephone welfare calls. The members tell me they look
forward to having a chat with someone different. Over the last year we have all come to
realise that, and what we all took for granted and this dreadful virus has taught us all, to
cherish every moment.
I have some leave booked for this month so I will spend some quality time with my children
making some memories. Yes, I am mad but my nine year old will be helping me to decorate
the bathroom. Help, does anyone know of a professional painter and decorator who could
come and sort the mess we have made, ha ha ha. 
We are still looking  for volunteers to help with the growing demand of shopping, medication
pick-ups, meals on wheels deliveries and telephone befriending. We will do a DBS check on
all volunteers, and full training will be given.  
If you have a family member or neighbour who may like to join us, or even have a weekly
befriending call from myself or a volunteer, please get in touch, as again, we are all in this
together.  
Please email me at francesca.wildash@mha.org.uk Telephone 07720680403

Francesca Wildash
Community Co-ordinator

MHA Communi es Basingstoke & East Hampshire
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Over 55s Forum
The Basingstoke and Deane Over 55s Forum is hoping to start up again later in the year, and
we have started to plan trips from July 2021.
1) Wednesday 21st and Thursday 22nd July we have arranged a trip to the Tereza Joanne in the
Royal Docks in London for a fantas c ABBA Tribute show with one of the best ABBA tribute
bands in the UK. playing live, ABBA Chique bring an authen c sound with great a en on to
detail. It's ABBA, it's sing-a-long, it's arm-waving, it's (fingers crossed!) socially distanced dancing,
it's great fun. With a 2 course Mediterranean chicken served with roasted vegetables and
crushed new potatoes in lemon and thyme. and white chocolate and raspberry cheesecake,
also tea/coffee Price per cket to include all coach travel, show and meal at a fantas c offer of
£53.50.
2) November (no date fixed to date) a visit to Bedgebury Christmas Lights trail at Kent.
3) Christmas Carols at Royal Albert Hall on Saturday 18 December 2021. Seats near the front
of the arena area.  Ticket price £45.50 plus coach £58.50.
I f  you are interested in  any  of  these  t r ips ,  p lease  contact  Gera ld  on e-mai l
gerald.merri @ntlworld.com or ring 07792535116.

Take care, Gerald (Secretary and Tour Manager)



Property Disputes Involving Unmarried Couples

As more and more people choose to live together rather than marry,
there has been an increase in the number of disputes between separating
couples.

One of the biggest issues for these people is their interest in and right to
occupy the home they had previously lived in as a couple. Other situations can also
involve inherited property and property purchased for investment.

Many people do not realise that unmarried cohabiting couples do not have the same
amount of legal protection as those who are married.

While property disputes can be complicated, Simon Arneaud, who is an experienced
dispute resolution solicitor, is on hand to help you.

“Property ownership disputes are often governed by a piece of legislation called The
Trusts of Land and Appointment of Trustees Act 1996 – often known as TOLATA for
short,” explained Simon.

TOLATA gives the Court the power to determine what share of the property each person
is entitled to. It can force the sale of a property and it can make an order where one
person refuses to leave the property but allows the other to regain access.

“If the property is owned in joint names the Court’s starting point will usually be, unless
one party can provide compelling evidence such as, for example, a signed agreement,
to order that the sale proceeds for that property should be divided in equal shares,”
said Simon.

“In circumstances where a person says they are entitled to a greater than 50% share,
despite the property being held as joint tenants, it will be  up to that person to prove
why they are entitled to a greater share.” 

“When a property is in one person’s name the court will
generally state that they are the sole owner. However, the
non-owning person may still be able to establish an interest
in the property, if it can be shown that the couple shared a
common intention that the property would be jointly owned.”

If you would like to know more or set up a Zoom meeting,
or, if necessary, meet in person to discuss a property
ownership matter, please get in touch with Simon by calling
01256 854667, emailing .arneaud@phillips-law.co.uk or
visiting www.phillips-law.co.uk
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Rhys Marshall
07388812720
rhysmarshall@hotmail.co.uk

RM Carpentry
All aspects of carpentry
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Don’t Forget to Apply to EU Settlement Scheme

European Union citizens living in Basingstoke and Deane are being
encouraged to apply to the EU Settlement Scheme before the deadline of
30 June 2021.

Following the UK’s departure from the European Union, European citizens
living in the UK are required to apply to the scheme to continue living,
working and studying in the UK after 30 June.

More than 9,000 residents across the borough have successfully applied to
the scheme.

Help and support to apply for the scheme is available locally through Citizens
Advice Basingstoke and Tadley. Other support the charity will provide includes
guidance on employment rights and EU employees’ rights to stay, UK citizens
living overseas and looking to return and consumer concerns such as travel
insurance.

As well as help and support from Citizens Advice, digital assistance is
available for residents who do not have the access, skills or confidence to
complete the online form by appointment. To arrange an appointment, please
call We Are Digital on 03333 445675.

Leader of Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council Cllr Ken Rhatigan said:
“With the deadline to apply fast approaching, it is really important that eligible
residents apply to the EU Settlement Scheme to ensure they can stay living
in the borough.

“We know this is a difficult time for residents and we are working closely with
our partners to support residents to ensure they have everything they need
to complete their application.”

Further information about the EU Settlement Scheme, including advice on
living and working in the borough and useful
l i nks,  is avai lable at
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/eu-settlement-scheme
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Dear Friends
I heard the following amazing song lyrics on the radio the other morning: “It's been a long
dark night. And I've been a-waiting for the morning. It's been a long hard fight. But I see a
brand new day dawning. I've been looking for the sunshine You know I ain't seen it in so long
But everything's gonna work out just fine And everything's gonna be all right That's been all
wrong.”

These lyrics have a par cular poignancy for two reasons.  Firstly, we are hopefully emerging
from a really tough year and can now look forward to the easing of the lockdown restric ons
that have, of necessity, blighted our lives over the past twelve months.  We can begin to look
forward to life returning to some level of normalcy and a me when we can once again
celebrate all those freedoms we previously took for granted: family and friends; ea ng out (I
long for a slap-up breakfast somewhere!) and travel just men on a few.

Secondly, I feel we are emerging from a par cularly long winter.  I look for the spring flowers,
buds on trees, nes ng birds, and the longer, lighter evenings that raise my spirits. I love the
different seasons we enjoy in this country but oh, I am so glad when winter disappears and
spring brings all that new life.

Combined together I feel so hopeful about this year and what it may bring.  It is also the me
of the year when the Church celebrates its greatest fes val, the blessings of Easter.  The
Easter hope is one of emerging from darkness into light, from death into life, old ways to
new.  My personal faith has sustained me over some pre y rough mes, none more so than
the past twelve months and I know it will con nue to do so whatever may lie ahead.

There is something solid, something real and tangible about the Chris an faith.  Sadly for so
many, God is only the fourth emergency service; to be called on when all else fails! If that is
you then my constant hope and prayer for you is that this Easter me you may come to know
the one who defeated death and was raised to life just for you.    

“It's been a long long time Since I've known the taste of freedom
And those clinging vines That had me bound, well I don't need 'em
I've been like a captured eagle You know an eagle is born to fly
Now that I have won my freedom Like an eagle, I am eager to fly

'Cause I can see the light of a clear blue morning
I can see the light of a brand new day
I can see the light of a clear blue morning
Oh and everything's gonna be all right It's gonna be okay”
With Easter blessings

Revd. Arthur
01256 324734

www.stgabrielspopley.net
St Gabriel’s Church

PS. Lyrics from Dolly Parton’s song ‘Light of a Clear Blue Morning’
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MS Property Services
QUALIFIED PLUMBER & HEATING

LOCAL HANDYMAN SERVICE
No job too small

Plumbing & Hea ng 
Pain ng & Decora ng  
Cer fied Gas and Electric Works
Carpentry

MICKEY 07888 828542
mickeyfish@hotmail.com

563148

ALL YOUR MECHANICAL NEEDS

SERVICES, M.O.T.s, REPAIR WORK,
BRAKES, CLUTCHES, CAMBELTS, HEAD
GASKETS, TYRES, RECOVERY, AIR
CONDITIONING

LOCAL FREE COLLECTION AND
DELIVERY 

QUOTE THIS CODE FOR 10% DISCOUNT- TCS06

CONTACT: -GRAHAM HOBBS
07900675181

grhobbs52@hotmail.com

Recrui ng Support Workers 
The Loddon School provides a home and an educa on for children aged 8-19 who
have excep onal support needs associated with au sm and learning difficul es.

Join our team:
h p://www.loddonschool.org/work-for-us/

recruitment@loddonschool.co.uk

01256 884 639
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Heating & Plumbing

Heating Installations
Boiler changes/upgrades

Servicing
Breakdowns

Landlord Safety Checks
Power Flushing

212273

Myself and Ann walked 200
miles during the month of March.
We both work full time and also care
for my mum Betty so it was a real
challenge. We are trying to raise
funds for my nephews Archie,
George and Isaac who all have a life
shortening illness- Duchenne
Muscular Dystrophy. 

We are aiming to raise £1000
to help with the day to day care of
looking after three disabled children.
You  can  dona t e  by  go ing  t o
https://www.idonate.ie/also
Many thanks.

Rob Kerr and Ann Colpus.
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Tintern Close to the Bus Stop and Improvement to the T Junc on at Abbey Road

Paul and I are excited to be able to report a er a lot of mee ngs and emails that:-

Improvements at Abbey Road junc on with Popley Way, by way of a central pedestrian
island crossing point and a new footway connec on.  The feasibility proposal was for
a crossing point between the Abbey Road junc on and the hotel access, near an
exis ng traffic island, to relocate the central island on Popley Way to the north of the
Abbey Road junc on instead.  This avoided cu ng areas of exis ng verge with new
sec ons of footway, and also allowed us to avoid the need to divert high-voltage
electrical services.  The proposal, therefore, is a new central island just to the north of
Abbey Road junc on to allow pedestrian access to the Popley Way footway.  This is
inclusive of localised carriageway widening to get a sufficient width of central island
in.  For improved con nuity/connec vity we also propose widening the Popley Way
footpath to the north of this to be 3 metres shared use path, to match the exis ng
shared use pedestrian and cycle path which ends at the access to the park approximately
50 metres  to the north of this point. A new sec on of footway from Tintern Close to
the bus stop approximately 50 metres to the south, along the east side of Popley Way.
This links Tintern Close with the bus facili es and crossing point to the park.  Note that
to deliver this element, we needed to build some areas of the path on land belonging
to Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council.  

Page 15

Design work is now concluded on the Abbey Road/Tintern Close pedestrian improvements
at the junc ons with Popley Way.  Please see the dra  general arrangement drawings
a ached.  There were some trial holes in the verge on Popley Way to confirm the
loca on of underground u lity cables/pipes etc and, following this, we were able to
finalise the design details.   
Also there were discussions with BDBC with regard to two small areas of BDBC land

in the open space to the east of Popley Way that needed to be dedicated as publicly
maintainable highway where we can build the new sec ons of footway.  
Tintern Close, the objec ve was to connect to the nearest bus stop the most  prac cal
route also includes a tac le crossing to the opposite side on Tintern Close itself.

Abbey Road 

The junc on needed improvements as there had been several minor accidents and
the crossing needed improving so the two issues were combined in the final stage and
we are pleased to say that the scheme will be done in the summer of this year. It will
also make be er access for the park. The path will also be widened to match the rest
of the pathway and make it suitable for shared use. There will also be a dropped kerb
near the Apollo Hotel to make it accessible for all and save walking or driving a buggy
in the road.


